
STEPPING OUT IN FAITH 

Tuesday, October 4 

Reading: Joshua 2-4 
 

Joshua 2:9  “I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who  
live in this country are melting in fear because of you…11  When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s 
courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

 

Joshua knew the first city they would have to conquer was Jericho, one of the largest most heavily fortified 

cities in Canaan. To avoid the disaster of the ‘spy mission’ 40 years earlier, Joshua secretly sends two spies to 

scope out Jericho. They end up going to the house of Rahab, a local prostitute. This would be a good place to 

gather information with no questions asked or without drawing suspicion. It was also built on the wall which 

would make for a quick getaway if needed.  

 

What the spies did not expect was Rahab’s faith! She protects them from the king’s soldiers and sends them on 

their way. She has heard about what God had done in delivering Israel from Egypt and their recent battles with 

the Amorites. She states, “I know that the Lord has given you this land…for the Lord your God is God in 

heaven above and on the earth below” (Joshua 2:8-11). Rahab did not know much about Israel’s God but she 

was ready to turn her back on everything she had ever known and been taught. While the rest of the citizens of 

Jericho reacted to Israel’s God with fear, she responded with faith. And God honored her faith and saved her 

and her family. This pagan woman, with a questionable occupation, living in a doomed city, received the grace 

of God through faith and it changed her life. 

 

The next obstacle Joshua had to face was the Jordan River which stood between them and the Promised Land. 

They must cross with all their families, flocks, possessions, and the Tabernacle with all its furnishings. And to 

top it off, the Jordan was at flood stage turning it from its normal 90-100 feet wide and 3-10 feet deep to about 

one mile wide with treacherous currents that could easily sweep someone way.  

 

God instructs Joshua to have the priests carry the Ark of the Covenant and step down into the river. When the 

priests’ feet touched the water God stopped the flow of the river so the people could cross on dry ground. 

Joshua then set up twelve stones so the people would remember what God had done. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Like Rahab, we usually don’t have all the answers. We don’t know all the details of God’s plan. We are 

trusting in what we know about God and what we know He has done in the past. We know that God is 

faithful. And He rewards those who step out in faith. Not only was Rahab spared but King David will come 

through her family line - - - and ultimately the Savior Himself will be a descendent of this faithful woman. 

How is God asking you to step out in faith today? How will you respond to God’s call? 

 

2. The parting of the Jordan River did not occur until the priests stepped down and got their feet wet. Stepping 

out in faith can be scary. I’m sure those priests were very nervous as they came to the edge of the roaring 

river. But they trusted in God’s promise and obeyed God’s command. What is scary about what God has 

called you to do? How can you overcome your fear and be faithful to what God has called you to do? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Joshua 5-8 


