
BEGINNING TO SLIDE 

Friday, October 28 

Reading: 1 Samuel 13 
 

1 Samuel 13:12  I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the  

LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 13  "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have  

not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, He would have established your kingdom over  

Israel for all time. 14  But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after His own heart  

and appointed Him leader of His people, because you have not kept the LORD's command." 
 

The Israelites are in a bad situation. The Philistines vastly outnumber Saul’s army and have superior weapons. 

The Philistines also control the manufacturing of iron weapons and tools. Any Israelite who needs their farming 

tools sharpened had to go to the Philistines to do it. In all of Israel’s army only the king’s family had iron 

swords. This put them at a severe disadvantage. However we must credit Saul that even knowing these facts he 

is ready to fight God’s enemies. He is simply waiting for Samuel to arrive and ask God’s blessing. 

 

Saul is acting just as the people had hoped. As king, he is leading them in battle against their enemies. However 

we see that he is controlled by his emotions. When Saul sees the Philistines advancing and his soldiers fleeing, 

his fear and impatience causes him to make the sacrifice to God, an act only a priest was allowed to do. 

 

No sooner does Saul finish the sacrifice then Samuel shows up as promised. Saul makes his excuses but it is too 

late. He has disobeyed the Lord and now judgment must fall. The kingdom would not pass on to Saul’s sons. 

God would chose “a man after His own heart” to be the next king of Israel. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Saul’s sin was spurred by his impatience and pride. Instead of waiting the full seven days God’s prophet 

ordained, he believed that he could “fill Samuel’s shoes” and offer the sacrifice. Have you ever been 

impatient with God? How did you act on this impatience? What were the results?   

 

2. Saul’s life and actions were ruled by his emotions. What are the dangers of living by emotions instead of by 

faith? What “resources” has God given us to “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7)? 

 

3. In this chapter we see the beginning of Saul’s decline. Saul trusted too much in his own reason and logic. 

When he did not agree or could not understand the will of the Lord, he would do things in his own way. If 

God took too long to answer, Saul did what he thought was best. Saul was beginning to push God out of his 

life and claim the victory and glory for himself. Like Saul, our lives go “downhill” when our spiritual life 

starts to slide. Saul wanted God’s blessing but he was not willing to wait for God’s timing or do it God’s 

way. Is your spiritual relationship with the Lord growing stronger, declining, or stagnant? What can you do 

to make it better? 

 

4. God is looking for people who are “after His own heart.” David was this kind of man. When Saul sinned he 

made excuses. When David sinned he repented and turned back to God. Are you a person after God’s heart? 

Do your desires, thoughts, and actions beat in unison with God’s heart? What steps can you take to align 

your heart with God’s heart? 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Samuel 13-15 


