
CHANGING WORLD, UNCHANGING WORD 

Thursday, October 27 

Reading: 1 Samuel 12 
 

1 Samuel 12:23  As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach 

you the way that is good and right. 24  But be sure to fear the LORD and serve Him faithfully with all your heart; consider  

what great things He has done for you. 
 

The nation of Israel is entering a new era of their history. With Saul firmly established as king, the prophet 

Samuel gives a kind of farewell address. He has lead Israel for his entire life and now he wants to be sure that 

they know what God expects of them and their king. He begins by affirming that he has done nothing deceitful 

or dishonest as their leader, an example that he hopes the new king will follow. 

 

Samuel then gives the people a history lesson. He wants to be sure they do not repeat the same mistakes of their 

past and that they remember all that God has done for them.  It is now that we find out exactly what prompted 

the elders to ask for a king. They were being threatened by the Ammonites and did not trust God to lead them to 

victory.   

 

Now that they have a king, God’s commands are still the same: “fear the Lord and serve and obey Him!” 

(12:13-15). Samuel punctuates his point by praying to God for an out-of-season thunderstorm. This brings the 

people to their knees and they confess their sin of unbelief and rebellion. Samuel again encourages them to stay 

true to the Lord and not “turn away after useless idols” as they had done in the past. He also tells them that he 

will still be there to pray for them and teach them “the way that is good and right.”   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “Those who don’t learn from the past are doomed to repeat it!” We have seen the truth of this statement 

from the Judges period. Samuel stresses their past in order to encourage the people to learn and avoid the 

pitfalls of sin and rebellion. How does remembering past victories and defeats help us live for God in the 

present? Which acts of God in your life can you hold on to when times get rough? 

 

2. Though the political structure and social environment had changed for Israel, the commands of God had not. 

We too should remember that even though times and social opinions change; God’s Word does not. His 

truth does not alter with the shifting tides of this world. Are your actions and decisions based on God’s 

unchanging Word or the shifting sands of the world? 

 

3.  Samuel makes a bold statement about his role in Israel’s life of faith.  
 

As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to  

pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right (12:23) 
 

As Christians, it is our duty to pray for the spiritual condition of those around us.  How are you involved in 

helping others grow in their faith and do what is good and right? How often do you pray for your nation 

and the world to see and obey the Word of God? 
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Samuel 4-8 


