
GIVE US WHAT WE WANT 

Wednesday, October 26 

Reading: 1 Samuel 8-9 
 

1 Samuel 8:19  But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us. 20  Then we will  
be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles." 21  When Samuel heard  
all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. 22  The LORD answered, "Listen to them and give them a king."  
Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to his town." 

 

Samuel has led the Israelites as Judge and prophet for many years. Now he is old and his sons do much of the 

work he can no longer do. It is a sad note that Samuel apparently did not learn the lesson of Eli as a father. 

While not as wicked, Samuel’s sons “did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and 

accepted bribes and perverted justice” (8:3). 

 

This situation led to Israel’s elders asking Samuel for a king. The real problem was not with their demand for a 

king. God promised that kings would come from Abraham’s descendants (Genesis 17:6, 16: 35:11) and He even 

gave instructions to Moses on how a king was to behave and rule (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). The problem was 

with the KIND of king they wanted. They were not looking for a king to lead them to God and establish God’s 

justice. They wanted someone to lead them in battle and defeat their enemies. They wanted a king “like all the 

other nations.” And God would give them exactly what they asked for!  

 

Samuel is displeased with this request but God tells him to give the people what they want. They are not 

rejecting him as their leader, they are actually once again rejecting God. Samuel warns them of what this kind 

of king will do, but they still insist on being like the heathen nations around them. 

 

The man God chooses is Saul from the tribe of Benjamin. He is “an impressive young man without equal 

among the Israelites” (9:1). Exactly the kind of king the people were looking for! Samuel meets him on Saul’s 

quest to find some lost donkeys. The prophet tells Saul that all Israel’s desires have turned to Saul and his 

family - a statement that shocks Saul. I believe it is telling that Samuel mentions the hopes and desires of Israel 

are for Saul, but does not mention that his kingship is the desire of God. God is giving the people what they 

want and they will suffer the consequences of their decision. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The trouble with Israel was always that they wanted to be like the nations around them instead of standing 

out as the peculiar people God had called them to be. Many Christians and churches today have the same 

problem.  They want to blend in instead of standing out. Do in you blend or stand out? How do people 

around you know that you are a child of God? 

 

2. Compromise is a dangerous thing. When we want to be like the world around us we inevitably get sucked 

into their way of life and drift away from God. We end up being consumed by the world instead of being a 

godly influence on it (see Romans 12:1-2). What areas in your life have you compromised with the world? 

What steps will you take to change these things? 

 

3. God sometimes gives us what WE want even if it is not the best thing for us to teach us to trust Him. How 

have you found this to be true in your life? What did you learn during these times? 
 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Samuel 7-10 


