
‘GRACE’ UNDER FIRE 

Monday, October 24 

Reading: 1 Samuel 1-2 
 

1 Samuel 1:10  In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 11  And she made a vow, saying,  

"O LORD Almighty, if You will only look upon Your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget Your servant but  

give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life… 
 

The time of the Judges is coming to an end. As 1 Samuel opens we meet a woman named Hannah whose name 

means “grace.” Her life to this point was one of misery and heartache. Unable to have children, she was looked 

down on by the society around her. To add to her torment, her husband’s other wife had many sons and 

daughters. She took pleasure in mocking and provoking Hannah to tears. Her husband Elkanah was not much 

help either. Though he loved her dearly, his response (“Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?”) shows his 

lack of understanding of her feelings. 

 

In despair, she goes to the Tabernacle to bring her sorrows to the Lord. But in her “bitterness of soul” she does 

not blame God. Instead she pleads with Him to remember her and give her a son, promising to dedicate the 

child to the Lord’s service.   

 

Sitting nearby is the high priest Eli. Instead of recognizing that Hannah is pouring her heart out to the Lord, he 

assumes she is drunk and rebukes her. His lack of spiritual insight is not surprising as we learn in chapter two 

that he is either blind or unwilling to see the spiritual wretchedness of his own sons! When he finally hears what 

is in Hannah’s heart, he blesses her and prays that God would answer her prayer. 

 

God does answer and little Samuel is born. While still a young child, Hannah fulfills her vow and leaves him at 

the Tabernacle to assist the priest Eli. God blesses Hannah’s faithfulness and gives her three more sons and two 

daughters.   

 

In contrast to the faith of Hannah, we see the wickedness of Eli’s sons. While serving as priests, they abuse the 

people who come to sacrifice and even have sex with the women who serve at the door of Tabernacle. Eli is a 

weak father and only rebukes them, but leaves them in their positions of authority. It gets so bad that God 

promises to step in and remove not only Eli’s sons but also Eli’s entire family from the priesthood. In contrast, 

Samuel “continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men” (2:26). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Despite the tragedy in her life, Hannah refused to blame God. Instead, she brought her sorrow to God and 

trusted Him to help and answer her need. What do you do when life is hard?  What steps do you need to take 

to trust God when you are ‘under fire’? 

 

2. Hannah’s example is beneficial for anyone who is discouraged or depressed.  

(1) Honestly share your feelings with God in prayer.  

(2) Seek the encouragement of friends and counselors.  

(3) Leave the problem in God’s hands. 

 

3. Take some time to study Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving (1 Samuel 2:1-11). What does this say about her 

understanding of God?  How should her faith encourage us? 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 1 Samuel 1-3 


