
RUTH IN REVIEW 

Saturday, October 22 

Reading: Ruth 1-4 
 

Ruth 1:6  …the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them…4:13  So Boaz took Ruth and  
she became his wife. When he made love to her, the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.  

 

This whole story shows the sovereignty of God. Though the direct action of God is only mentioned twice in this 

book (1:6; 4:13), His fingerprints are all over the story. He was working behind the scenes to continue this 

family line that would lead to Israel’s greatest king and ultimately the Savior Himself. 

 

God works despite our unfaithfulness. Elimelek and his family leave to live in a pagan environment outside of 

the land God promised to give His people. While this unfaithfulness leads to tragedy, it does not derail the plans 

of God. When we fail to trust, God is still working in our lives to bring us back to Himself and accomplish His 

will. 

 

God works despite our circumstances. In this book we see God working out His purposes through famine, 

family loss, and farming practices. No matter what circumstances we may find ourselves in, we can know that 

“in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose 

(Romans 8:28).  

 

God works despite our social standing. Naomi was poor. Ruth was a foreigner from a despised nation. And yet 

God worked in their lives to bless them. Like Boaz, we need to see everyone as people that God loves and who 

are made in His image. We need to reach out with the love of Christ and welcome them into our fellowship with 

open arms. 

 

God works despite our attitudes. We see both good attitudes and bad attitudes in this story. God changes 

Naomi’s attitude of depression and bitterness to eventual blessing and joy while Ruth and Boaz both display 

godly character and faithfulness. We should strive to emulate the positive example of the happy couple. We also 

need to learn that poor attitudes can be changed by God working in our lives through His Word, other people, 

and circumstances.  

 

God is in control! Ruth and Boaz could never have imagined that they would be ancestors of Israel’s greatest 

king or of the promised Messiah! We might not always see ‘the good’ that will come from His working in our 

lives. “When you don’t understand / When you can’t see His plan / When you can’t trace His hand / Trust His 

heart.” 
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POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. How have you seen God working in your life? How can you strengthen your faith to trust God’s control 

even when you can’t see it? 

 

2. One way we demonstrate our trust in God’s sovereignty is with contentment. The Apostle Paul put it this 

way. “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 

fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through Him who gives me strength” 

(Philippians 4:11-13). 

 

 

 
 

1
 Lyrics from ‘Trust His Heart’ by Babbie Mason 

 


