
WILDERNESS 101 

Saturday, October 1 

Reading: Deuteronomy 6-8 
 

Deuteronomy 8:2  Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years,  

to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep His commands. 
 

The wilderness was God’s ‘classroom’ to teach His people how they were to live before they got to the 

Promised Land where they would encounter a whole new set of temptations. Unfortunately a majority of 

them failed the test. Israel failed to know God’s ways. They saw all God did for them but never really knew 

God in a personal way. They also failed to trust God’s power. When the chips were down they grumbled 

and wanted to return to Egypt. They looked at the challenge around them and said, “It can’t be done!” Those 

of the Exodus generation that had been delivered by God from Egypt perished in the wilderness. The book 

of Deuteronomy is Moses’ last message to their children – the Conquest generation who were under 20 at 

Mount Sinai. In chapter 8, Moses spells out what God wanted to teach them through their wilderness 

experience. 

 

First, God wanted to TEST their hearts and motives. Even after seeing all the miracles in Egypt and God’s 

provision in the wilderness their parents had done nothing but complain and rebel against God. The Lord 

wanted to test this new generation to see if they had learned anything from their parents’ bad example.  

And they still often failed the test!  

 

Second, God wanted them to learn how to TRUST Him (8:3) and not their own instincts and desires. They 

had to believe that God’s word was reliable. That is why they could only collect enough manna for each 

day’s use. This would help them to trust God’s word in all areas of their lives. 

 

Third, God wanted to TRAIN them to obey (8:5-6). This often required discipline for their wrong behavior. 

This was not an act of anger but that of a loving father who wants his children to live in the right way. He 

wanted them to guard their hearts and follow His ways out of awe and respect for Who He is! 

 

Fourth, God wanted to teach them to be THANKFUL (8:7-18). God was bringing them to a bountiful land 

with houses and vineyards that they did not build or plant (Deuteronomy 6:10-12). This change from 

wilderness to luxurious living might make them forget about God and think they did it themselves (8:17). 

Their time in the wilderness should remind them to praise God for His blessings. 

 
POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Life is a series of tests! What will you learn from your ‘wilderness’ experiences? How will you trust in 

God and move forward into the challenges ahead?  

 
2. The lessons we learn in the hard times must be passed on to the next generation. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-

9 again and list some principles of how to teach your children and grandchildren. 

 


