
GLEANING AND GRACE 

Wednesday, October 19 

Reading: Ruth 2 
 

Ruth 2:10  At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your  
eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 11  Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in- 
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a  
people you did not know before. 12  May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the 
LORD, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 

 

Once back in Israel Ruth supports her family by gleaning in the fields, an act supported by the Law of Moses to 

sustain the poor. It is here that she catches the eye of the owner of the field, Boaz. While his hired workers refer 

to Ruth somewhat negatively as “the Moabite who came back from Moab with Naomi”, Boaz has a very 

different attitude.  He protects her, shares his meal with her, and blesses her. Instead of “that Moabite”, Boaz 

praises her for her actions toward Naomi. “May the Lord repay you for what you have done.  May you be richly 

rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you have come to take refuge” (2:12). 

 

Unlike a majority of the people of his day, Boaz shows faithfulness to God. He greets his workers with “The 

Lord be with you!” and they respond with “The Lord bless you!” Instead of trying to protect his own interests 

he looks out for this foreigner and goes above and beyond to be kind to her.  

 

The turning point in the story occurs in 2:20. Upon hearing of Boaz’s kindness, Naomi’s spirits are lifted. 

Instead of feeling that Lord is against her (1:20-21) she now sees God working to help her and Ruth.  

  

PONTS TO PONDER: 

1. Like Boaz, do you show grace to people or do you stereotype and judge people by external things? We need 

to look at people as God does:  “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart”  

(1 Samuel 16:7). Boaz could have simply fit in with the culture around him. “But Boaz chose faithfulness, 

kindness, and generosity instead. We may be surrounded by a culture that promotes greed, self-absorption, 

and rudeness, but we can still choose to live differently. We can still choose to reflect God’s character to 

those around us.” 
1 

 

 

2. An interesting phrase appears in Ruth 2:3 – “as it turned out.” In Hebrew it reads ‘her chance chanced to 

light.’ While it may seem like a coincidence that Ruth ended up in the fields of Boaz, the author hints that 

God is behind these events. “When God is in control, the ‘chances’ of the Christian become God’s special 

choices.” 
2
 God is working in our lives in ways that we may not even notice. How have you seen God work 

in your life through things that seem to happen by chance? 
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READING THE STORY: Ruth 3 


