
SAMSON: A ‘HE-MAN’ WITH A SHE-WEAKNESS 

Friday, October 14 

Reading: Judges 13-14 
 

Judges 14:1  Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2  When he returned, he said to  

his father and mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife." 3  His father and  

mother replied, "Isn't there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the 

uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?" But Samson said to his father, "Get her for me. She's the right one for me." 
 

Do you remember the old TV cartoon “He-Man and the Masters of the Universe”? Prince Adam was an 

ordinary guy until Skeletor and his evil minions caused trouble. Then he would lift the sword of power and 

shout, “By the power of Grayskull…I have the power!” In a blaze of light, he would then transform into He-

Man and proceed to crush Skeletor’s evil scheme. 

 

Samson was a he-man kind of guy. He had been born to “begin the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the 

Philistines” (13:5). God gave him superhuman strength to accomplish this task. But Samson had some serious 

moral issues. His character was driven by his emotions - by his own selfish desire for what would make him 

feel good. Instead of finding a wife among his own people, Samson visits Israel’s enemies and falls for a 

Philistine girl. The New Living Translation catches the sense of the Hebrew in Judges 14:3 well: “Get her for 

me! She looks good to me.”   

 

His continued associations with God’s enemies did not help him to conquer his desires; it only encouraged 

them. In fact, we find Samson being friendly with the Philistines more than we see him helping his own people 

of Israel. Though God would use Samson’s stubbornness to strike blows against the Philistines, it would come 

at a high price for Samson himself.  

 

Throughout his life, Samson will be driven by his desires instead of by faith in the Lord. Time after time he will 

get involved with the wrong women and cause himself and his people trouble. It is a sad commentary on how 

bad Israel’s spiritual life had become that a guy like Samson would be chosen by God as judge of Israel. This 

was a time when “everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25) 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Are you driven by your emotions and desires? Is your first thought always how this will make me feel or how it 

will benefit me? That is a dangerous place to be. As Samson found out, living for self and fulfilling only your 

own desires leads to death. 
 

James 1:14  But each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15  Then, after  

desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 

Much better to follow the instructions of the apostle Paul to the Philippians: 
 

Philippians 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4  Each 

of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5  Your attitude should be the same as that of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Judges 17-21 


