
FOOL’S GOLD 

Monday, October 9 

Reading: Titus 1 
 

Titus 1:15  To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing  
is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16  They claim to know God, but by their 
actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. 

 

"Gold! I found gold!" you shout to your friends. You quickly imagine all the things you are 

going to do with your newfound wealth. Then reality sets in, and you are embarrassed to 

discover that you have been tricked by the mineral pyrite, also known as fool's gold. Take heart, 

you are not the first person (nor the last) to be fooled by pyrite. Even Captain John Smith (of 

Pocahontas fame) mistakenly sent an entire shipload of pyrite to London in the early 1600s, 

while exploring the Chickahominy River for a waterway to the Pacific. 

 

There are ways to tell the difference between real gold and pyrite.  Gold and pyrite both have a 

brilliant metallic luster, but are different tones of yellow. Gold is much softer than pyrite and can 

be cut. Pyrite cannot be scratched.  Rub the mineral vigorously with a hard object.  Gold has no 

odor, but pyrite gives off a sulphurous smell (like rotten eggs). Strike the mineral with a steel 

hammer. Gold will flatten or change shape without breaking.  Pyrite will give off sparks.
1
  If you 

take the time to closely examine fool’s gold, you will not end up looking like a fool! 

 

Paul describes the difference between a real Christian and a false Christian in chapter one of his 

letter to Titus.  The difference stems from the condition of their hearts.  Paul is repeating the 

teaching of Jesus when he reminds us that true faith and purity comes from within and not from 

external actions (Matthew 12:35; 23:25-28).  If a person’s heart is pure and seeking after God his 

action will be pure as well.  But for those with unbelieving hearts, their mind, conscience, and 

actions are all corrupted. 

 

The warning is clear: there are some who at first glance appear to be followers of Christ.  They 

say all the right things and seem to do the right things.  But if you examine their lives more 

closely you will discover that they do not know God and are only living for themselves. 

 

As disciples of Christ we must beware of “fool’s gold” Christians.  They sit in every church and 

pretend to be real “gold.” That is why Paul instructs Timothy in the next verse to “teach what is 

in accord with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1).  And interestingly, Paul does talk about theology in 

the following verses but focuses on how real Christians are to live out the truth.  The measure of 

correct belief is seen in daily living.  As the old saying goes: “Actions speak louder than words.”  

Don’t be deceived by fool’s gold.  Be a genuine Christian! 
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  http://geology.utah.gov/online_html/pi/pi-50/pi50pyrt.htm 

 


