
“LITTLE” APOCALYPSE 

Tuesday, October 9 

Reading: Isaiah 24 
 

Isaiah 24:21  In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings  

on the earth below.  
 

People hear the word apocalypse today and they start envisioning giant asteroids coming to 

collide with the earth, killer storms destroying the planet, or monstrous creatures rampaging 

through the streets. It is a word of doom and gloom! But apocalypse actually comes from the 

Greek word that means “unveiling” or “revealing.” Thus The Apocalypse (Revelation) of Jesus 

Christ is not about the terror of the end time, but about revealing who Jesus is to the world. 

 

Isaiah 24-27 are sometimes called “the little apocalypse” because they deal with the theme of 

God’s judgment at the end of time. Many of the themes and images of these chapters are picked 

up by the apostle John as he writes Revelation almost 800 years later. This first chapter gives us 

an overview of God’s judgment. 

 

FAIRNESS OF GOD’S JUDGMENT (24:1-3): God’s judgment is sure! No one can claim that 

they can escape it. God does not play favorites! All people – from the mighty to the lowly, the 

rich and the poor, the kings and the slaves – will receive the just reward for their wickedness. 

 

REASON FOR GOD’S JUDGMENT (24:4-6): Why is the earth in such bad shape that God 

must destroy it? It is because of sin! God created mankind in His image to be in relationship with 

Him. But we corrupted God’s perfect design through sin. We broke that covenant relationship He 

created us to have with Himself. This brought the curse on not only humanity but the world and 

universe as well (cf. Romans 8:19-22). 

 

EFFECTS OF GOD’S JUDGMENT (24:7-13; 17-20): In today’s world, people live for their 

own pleasure. God’s judgment brings an end to their selfish desires for “wine with a song” (24:7-

11). People long for security and safety, but that too will be taken away (24:10, 12). Everything 

mankind has used to replace God as their source of happiness and salvation will be stripped 

away. 

 

FOCUS OF GOD’S JUDGMENT (24:21-22): The focus of God’s judgment is two-fold. “The 

powers in the heavens above” refer to Satan and His minions. The Lord will crush them and send 

them to eternal punishment. “The kings on the earth below” are the people who rejected God. 

We were created to be kings and queens of God’s creation. No one can use the excuse, “The 

devil made me do it!” We are each responsible for our sinful actions. The unrepentant will be 

judged along with the great deceiver. 

 

PRAISE OF GOD’S JUDGMENT: (24:14-16, 23): It might seem strange to see a chorus of 

praise in the midst of all the gloom and doom. But remember that the Apocalypse is not really 

about the terror but about the Savior. Though His judgment brings darkness to the sun and moon 

(cf. Rev. 6:12), it also brings the great light of God’s glory making the sun and moon 

unnecessary (cf. Rev. 21:23). “Glory to the Righteous One…the Lord God Almighty reigns.” Is 

that something you can sing about? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 49-50; Titus 2 


