
WAILING OVER RICHES 

Monday, October 8 

Reading: Isaiah 23 
 

Isaiah 23:8  Who planned this against Tyre?...9  The LORD Almighty planned it, to bring down her  
pride in all her splendor and to humble all who are renowned on the earth. 
 

The Phoenician city of Tyre (and its sister-city Sidon) is the focus of this last prophecy against 

the nations (Isa. 13-23). Tyre was the important port city on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea 

in what is now Lebanon. In the days of David and Solomon, friendship with King Hiram of Tyre 

helped build the Temple and advance the greatness of Israel. King Ahab’s wife Jezebel was a 

Phoenician princess who impacted Israel very negatively with Baal worship. Tyre was “the king 

of sea,” having a merchant fleet that did business from the Middle East to Egypt and Spain 

(Tarshish).   

 

Like the other nations Isaiah has written about, Tyre’s sin was pride. God planned her downfall 

because the city was arrogant in their commercial and financial power. The nations depended on 

their shipping empire for their own stability and commerce. But while the world saw Tyre as 

“the marketplace of the nations” (23:3) God saw it as a prostitute, who sang lovely songs to get 

attention (23:15-17). They were selling their souls for profit and pride. 

 

The 70 years that Tyre would be “forgotten” (23:15) probably refers to the years from 700-630 

B.C. when Assyria controlled the region and greatly restricted Tyre’s business trade. But when 

the Assyrian empire began to decline, Tyre reasserted its business muscles. The statement that 

“her profit and her earnings will be set apart for the Lord” may refer to the fact that materials 

from Phoenicia were used by the returning Jewish exiles to rebuild the Temple and the city of 

Jerusalem (see Ezra &Nehemiah). But like several of the other prophecies it more likely refers to 

that future day when all nations will bring their wealth and their worship to Jerusalem where 

Christ is sitting on the throne during the Millennial Age.  

 

One thing that strikes me about this prophecy is the stated reasons the nations mourn when Tyre 

is destroyed. They do not seem to care about the people who are suffering. It is all about the 

money! They are left without Tyre’s harbors for their ships to load and unload their cargo (23:1, 

11). They will no longer be “enriched” by the “revenue of Tyre” (23:2-3). The entertainment and 

revelry the city brought was gone (23:7, 12).  

 

Isn’t that how it is when our lives are centered on stuff! We have plenty of friends when things 

are going well, but when it all falls apart and we have nothing left to offer all those friends 

disappear. They may wail but it is over THEIR loss! 

 

The Apostle Paul gives us much better advice to build our lives on: 
 

1 Timothy 6:9  Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11  But you, 

man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 47-48; Titus 1 


