
2 TIMOTHY: CENTER ON CHRIST 

Friday, October 8 

Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13 
 

2 Timothy 2:8  Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel,  

9  for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 
 

Paul reminds Timothy to keep Christ at the center. We are first to center on Christ’s PERSON 

(2:8). The name Jesus means “the Lord saves.” Christ is the Greek form of the Hebrew title 

Messiah, meaning “the anointed One.” Jesus is the fulfillment of all the promises of God. That 

He is “descended from David” not only affirms the humanity of Christ but also His right to reign. 

Jesus is not only the suffering Savior but the reigning King! That Jesus was “raised from the 

dead” is the ultimate proof of His Deity and His victory over sin and death.  

 

We must also center on Christ’s PURPOSE (2:9-10). Despite being in prison facing death, Paul 

knew that the gospel would continue and grow. He endured it all knowing that people would still 

come to Christ (“the elect”) and be saved. The purpose of Christ to save sinners cannot be 

chained down by political or social opposition. It can only be slowed down by believers who 

refuse to take their stand and endure hardship for the cause of Christ. While persecution may last 

for a moment, the results of enduring for the gospel have “eternal glory.” 

 

Finally, Christians must center on Christ’s PROMISES (2:11-13). Verses 11-13 probably come 

from an early church creed or hymn. Since believers have shared in Christ’s death, they will also 

share in the blessings of His life. Those who disown or deny Christ are not true believers. They 

may be part of the local church and even appear to be followers of Christ, but when hardships 

come they will fall away because they were never really connected to Christ in the first place. 

 

“But God’s Word is not Chained.” Paul knew that even though he was bound by chains, the 

gospel was not bound. It would continue to spread despite his limitations and soon execution. It 

is a false notion that the gospel thrives best when things are peaceful and the church is accepted 

by the world. In truth, the greatest periods of church growth are during times of persecution. 

Even today, the countries with the greatest number of Christian converts are those countries that 

are directly opposed to the gospel. How have you seen God’s Word work despite opposition? Do 

you pray for your brothers and sisters around the world who are suffering and dying for their 

faith? 

 

“If we are Faithless.” To disown and be faithless are both signs of someone who has never really 

had saving faith. While a true believer can stumble and deny (as Peter did), it will not be a 

permanent situation. True believers will repent and return to the Lord. Faithless people do not! 

Paul’s warning to these fakers is that “He remains faithful.” Just as Christ is faithful to save those 

who call on Him, He is also faithful to judge those who reject Him (see John 3:16-19). People 

have a choice – either receive Christ and live for Him or reject Christ and live for yourself. Your 

eternal destiny rests on your decision. 
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