
2 CORINTHIANS: TRIP TO THE WOODSHED 

Thursday, October 8 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 6-7 
 

2 Corinthians 7:10  Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret,  

but worldly sorrow brings death. 
 

A young country boy had to use an old outhouse, which he hated. It was hot in the summer, cold 

in the winter, and always smelly. The outhouse was located near the creek so the boy decided 

that he would push it into the water. After a spring rain, the creek swelled so the boy pushed it in. 

Later that night his dad told the boy they needed to make a trip to the woodshed. The boy knew 

this meant punishment. He asked his father why, to which his dad replied, "Because someone 

pushed the outhouse into the creek and I think that someone was you. Was it?" The boy 

confessed that it was, then added, "Remember when George Washington's father asked him if he 

had chopped down the cherry tree? He didn't get into trouble because he told the truth." "That is 

correct," the dad said, "but his father was not in the cherry tree when he cut it down." 
1
 

 

We can all relate to this boy on some level. Like him, we all have urges to do the wrong thing 

and when we give in there are always consequences for us and others. God sometimes has to take 

us to the “woodshed” in response to the “outhouses” we tip over. 

  

Paul refers to the Corinthians as “co-workers” (6:1) but this relationship had been broken. 

Through all his trials, Paul had never stopped loving this church and had opened his heart wide 

to them. But they had withheld their love from him (6:2-13). Paul’s warning against “being 

yoked together with unbelievers” (6:14-18) implies that the Corinthians had sided with those 

who opposed Paul and the gospel, but now his “harsh words” in the previous letter had their 

proper effect. They had brought the church to a state of repentance (7:2-10).   

 

Repentance is far more than saying a shallow “I’m sorry.” It is a deep-felt acknowledgement of 

wrong and a sincere desire to make it right and never do it again! That is what Paul means by a 

“godly sorrow” leading to repentance. This kind of repentance always leads to actions. The 

Corinthians had taken the appropriate actions to correct their problem and restore their 

relationship with God and Paul (see 7:11-13). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Maybe someone has caused you sorrow recently by reminding you of where you have failed 

to live up to your Christian calling. Maybe it was God using His Word to “take you to the 

woodshed.” How did you respond? Did you let your old sin nature take over and let your 

pride and resentment fester and grow? Or did you respond with godly sorrow leading to 

sincere repentance?  

 

2. We often apply the command to not be “yoked together with unbelievers” only to marriage. 

While it certainly applies there, the scope is larger than this. Our closest friendships should 

be with other believers. To the best of our ability our business partnerships should be with 

believers. We are in the world but not of the world. We should maintain connections with 

unbelievers to be a testimony for Christ but make sure our strongest connections are with 

those who share our faith. 
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READ THE NT: James 1 


