
MARK: PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 

Monday, October 7 

Reading: Mark 4:21-34 
 

Mark 4:33  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  

34  He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when  

he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
 

The parables Jesus taught were like a lamp – they shown with the truth of God’s kingdom. But to 

fully understand them the disciples would have to pay attention. 
 

“Anyone who is willing to hear should listen and understand! And be sure to pay attention to what you hear. The 

more you do this, the more you will understand – and even more besides. To those who are open to My teaching, 

more understanding will be given. But to those who are not listening, even what they have will be taken away 

from them (Mark 4:23-25 New Living Translation). 
 

Jesus now presents two more parables to describe God’s kingdom. The first continues with the 

seed metaphor (4:26-29). It describes the gradual growth of God’s kingdom much as a seed 

grows (“first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel”). The farmer does not worry about 

how the growth process occurs but simply reaps the harvest. Likewise, the disciples were not to 

worry about how the kingdom would occur. That is God’s job! Their job was to plant the seed 

and God would bring it to harvest. 

 

The second parable (4:30-32) compares the kingdom to a mustard seed. It takes almost 20,000 

mustard seeds to make one ounce. But from this tiny seed would grow a shrub of 10 to 12 feet in 

only a few weeks. The Jewish people were expecting the Messiah to come suddenly with the 

armies of heaven to immediately set up God’s kingdom. Through this parable, Jesus was telling 

them that God’s kingdom would begin small. It began with the first coming of Christ, quietly and 

without much fanfare. It would continue after He returned to heaven with the few followers He 

left behind but would grow in the power of the Spirit to reach the whole world. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Consider Carefully What You Hear.” Understanding God and His Word is a 

constant process. The effort and prayer we put into it will determine we will get out of it. The 

more we pay attention the more we will understand. As we continue to grow the Father gives us 

more and more understanding. How much effort do you put into the study and application of 

God’s Word? Do you dig in on your own and in small groups? Or do just expect the pastor to 

“spoon-feed” you on weekends? What plan will you make to become a better student of God’s 

Word? 

 

LESSON TWO: “This Is What the Kingdom of God Is Like.” We often get our own ideas on 

how God’s kingdom is supposed to work. And when our expectations don’t happen we get upset. 

These parables are good news for Christ’s witnesses today! Our job is to deliver the gospel and 

God will deal with the heart. We can also take comfort if we do not see immediate results from 

our witness and work for the Lord. The Word of God may grow slowly in hearts and the results 

may take time to be seen. Ultimately, it is God who measures the success of our lives and 

witness and He will reward us for faithfulness and obedience. Are you discouraged when things 

don’t happen as you expect or it takes longer than you anticipated to see results? Take comfort in 

the fact that God is in control and keep being faithful. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Jeremiah 16-18; Titus 1 


