
MARK: PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

Sunday, October 6 

Reading: Mark 4:1-20  
 

Mark 4:9  Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
 

Jesus was a master storyteller. Since the leaders of the synagogue (the Pharisees) were now His 

enemies, a majority of Jesus’ teaching would be in the open air. He also began to speak more in 

parables to hide the truth from those who refused to listen and reveal it to those faithful who 

were ready to receive it (4:9-12). In the parable of the soils, Jesus describes how various people’s 

hearts respond to God’s Word – the Seed. 

 

THE HARD HEART (4:4, 15): For some the Word of God has no effect. Their hearts are hard 

and Satan comes and steals away the Word before it has a chance to take root and change their 

lives. 

 

THE SHALLOW HEART (4:5-6, 16-17): Like the seed on rocky ground, some people do not let 

the Word sink deep into their hearts. They are shallow hearers and when trouble arises they stop 

following. 

 

THE CHOKED HEART (4:7, 18-19): Some hearts are like the seed that fell among thorns. The 

things of this world and the desire for more choke out God’s Word. They are more concerned 

about this life than the eternal life that God’s Word proclaims. 

 

THE FRUITFUL HEART (4:8, 20). Those who bear fruit are those who receive the Word 

despite what it will cost them or what persecutions they may face. They take God’s Word to 

heart, apply it to their lives, and this is evidenced by the results that flow from their life. Like the 

seed that fell on good soil, they will produce fruit for the kingdom of God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Farmer Sows the Word.” The power for growth is contained in God’s 

message, not the messenger. And God’s Word does not change depending on the audience that is 

listening. It is our job as believers to “sow the Word.” It is God’s job to deal with hearts. We 

should not be discouraged if few respond to our witness. If we have faithfully given the message 

of salvation, we have done our part. When was the last time you told someone the good news 

about Jesus? Are you praying for God to bring fruitful results from your witness? How can 

understanding how different people respond help us not to get discouraged in Our witness for 

Christ? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Seed Sown in Good Soil.” While this parable does refer to how people receive 

God’s Word of salvation, it also reminds believers how important our attitudes and actions are 

when hearing or reading God’s Word. At different times in our lives each of these “heart-soils” 

could be true of us. Sometimes our hearts are hard and Satan takes advantage. Other times we 

don’t let God’s Word sink in so it makes an impact on our lives. Still other times we get so 

absorbed in our daily lives and the things of this world we forget about God and His Word. We 

must all strive to be that person who desires to bear fruit for Christ and puts God’s Word into 

practice in our lives. Which soil (or combination of soils) describes you the best? What can you 

do to be the “good soil” that produces fruit? 
 


