
ITCHING EARS 

Friday, October 6 

Reading: 2 Timothy 4 
 

2 Timothy 4:3  For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their  

own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  

4  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

 

Today’s pulpits are being “sugar-coated!”  Many of the popular preachers today are preaching a “be a better 

you” gospel that virtually ignores the depravity of sin, the need for repentance, and the call to deny yourself, 

take up the cross and follow Jesus (Luke 9:23-25).  Instead they preach a message that centers on YOU.  This 

self-centered gospel focuses on what YOU want and how YOU can get it!  This kind of message is just what 

people want to hear and they flock to these churches and ministries by the thousands. 

 

But this should not be a big surprise!  Paul warned long ago that people would reject the truth and follow myths 

of their own devising.  There were many false “truths” about Jesus that Paul argues against in his letters and 

many more would develop through the centuries.  But they all have one thing in common – they reject or water 

down the truth of God’s Word and shape Christ into some image from their own imagination or reason. 

 

While some of these preachers may know and believe the truth themselves, they cater to the people with 

“itching ears” by telling them only what they want to hear and ignoring the rest of what the Bible teaches.  

“People don’t want to hear about sin and judgment,” they will say. “We want to preach a positive message that 

will attract people.”  To these people Paul would say: 
 

1 Corinthians 1:23  We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those  

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

The message of the gospel is only attractive to those who realize they are sinners in need of a Savior.  That is 

why we must “preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with 

great patience and careful instruction (4:2).  We don’t want to scratch itching ears; we want that change sinful 

hearts! 
 

 


