
MARK: FAMILY & THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN 

Saturday, October 5 

Reading: Mark 3:20-35 
 

Mark 3:28  Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter,  

29  but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of  

an eternal sin.” 
 

It is sad that Jesus’ family did not believe in Him until after the resurrection. His brothers and 

sisters (younger half-siblings born to Mary and Joseph) heard about what was going on with 

Jesus and concluded that He had gone crazy. They believed that Jesus had wrongly convinced 

Himself that He was the Messiah and out of love and a desire to protect their brother they came 

to forcibly take Him back home (3:20-21). When they could not get through the crowd they sent 

a message to Jesus in an effort to protect Him from Himself and the increasingly fanatical 

followers (3:31-32).  

 

When Jesus receives their message He makes a startling statement. Family was a priority in 

Jewish culture, so when Jesus pointed to His followers and said, “Here are My mother and My 

brothers!” it shocked the crowd. Jesus was not disowning His family. He was saying that 

spiritual bonds between believers are as strong as the physical bonds of family (3:33-35). 

 

Amidst this family turmoil, the religious leaders attack Jesus. They could not deny His power so 

they tried to attribute it to Satan. Beelzebub was the prince of demons. They are claiming that 

Jesus is demon possessed! (3:22). Jesus responds by reminding them that no kingdom can 

survive if there is civil war. Satan’s kingdom would crumble if he were using Jesus to destroy his 

own ‘soldiers’ (3:23-26). In His parable, Satan is the strong man and the demon possessed 

people are his possessions. Jesus showed that He was tying up the strong man and plundering his 

possessions. Satan had no power to stand against the Lord Jesus (3:27). By accusing Jesus, they 

were “guilty of an eternal sin” by blaspheming against the Holy Spirit (3:28-29).  

 

LESSON ONE: “When His Family Heard About This.” For those who have family that reject 

their faith in Christ, Jesus knows your pain. He was misunderstood and rejected by His family as 

well. When our physical family is not there to support us, we have another family on which we 

can depend. Christians are a spiritual family – the family of God. And these bonds are eternal! 

Do you have close connections with your spiritual family on which you can lean for love and 

support? It can encourage us that Jesus’ family did come to believe in Him until after the 

resurrection. We should never stop praying and witnessing to lost family members.  

 

LESSON TWO: “Whoever Blasphemes the Holy Spirit Will Never Be Forgiven.” The religious 

leaders had witnessed the Holy Spirit’s power through Jesus. But instead of giving glory to God 

they claimed that it was the work of Satan. They rejected Christ and thus rejected their only 

means of salvation. For those who fear they have committed this eternal or unforgiveable sin, we 

can be certain that their very concern is evidence that they have not. To reject the conviction of 

the Holy Spirit to repent and trust in Christ is the only sin that can never be forgiven. This does 

not mean that people only have one chance to be saved. But a continual rejection hardens the 

heart and leads to a lifestyle of rejection and unbelief (see John 3:18). Don’t reject the Holy 

Spirit’s prompting in your heart. Turn to Jesus Christ for salvation and receive His forgiveness.  


