
THE VALUE OF DISASTER 

Friday, October 5 

Reading: Isaiah 22 
 

Isaiah 22:11  …but you did not look to the One who made it, or have regard for the One  

who planned it long ago. 
 

In 1914 at the age of 67, Thomas Edison experienced a tragedy. On one December evening a fire 

broke out in his facilities in West Orange, New Jersey. All his equipment and much of the 

records of his work were destroyed. Walking through the rubble the next morning, the inventor 

commented, “There is great value in disaster. All our mistakes are burned up. Thank God we can 

start anew.” 
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What do you do when tragedy comes? In Isaiah 22, the prophet warns that God’s judgment was 

coming. Calling Jerusalem “the Valley of Vision” (22:1) reminded the people that God’s great 

visions and messages (including Isaiah’s) had come to them. Yet they were acting like the 

heathen nations instead of God’s special people.  

 

The first part of the chapter envisions the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians (586 BC) 

some 100 years after Isaiah’s time (22:2-3; 5-7; compare to 2 Kings 25). The chapter gives us 

several examples to how people responded to this disaster. 

 

The prophet himself responds by weeping bitterly and saying, “Do not console me over the 

destruction of my people” (22:4). The people, however, tried to build up the city’s defenses, food 

and water supply, and weapons. But they did not look to God for help (22:8-11).  It should have 

been a time of mourning and repenting but instead the people had a party and said, “Let us eat 

and drink, for tomorrow we die!” (2:12-14).  

 

The last verses in Isaiah 22 take us back to the time of Hezekiah and Isaiah. Shebna was “the 

palace administrator.” This role included judicial and diplomatic responsibilities. He would be 

the second most important person after the king. With the threat of an Assyrian invasion, how 

did this important official respond? He took advantage of his office to promote himself instead of 

caring for the people. His selfish attitude is seen in his building of a lavish tomb for himself so 

people would remember him when he was gone. But he would not get to use his tomb as God 

promised to remove him from office and exile him to die in a foreign land (22:15-19). 

 

Shebna would be replaced by Eliakim son of Hilkiah, an honest man who would become like “a 

father to those who live in Jerusalem.” He would have the full authority of “the house of David” 

and, unlike his predecessor, he would be “like a peg into a firm place.” He would bring honor to 

his family and be secure in his position because of his faithfulness (22:20-24). This would all 

come to pass because the next time we read of these two men Shebna has already been demoted 

and Eliakim promoted (see Isa. 36:3).  But even the influence of this godly man would not last 

forever (22:25). 

 

Tragedy and disaster bring to light what we really believe. How will you respond in the face of 

disaster? Will you, like Edison, find “great value in disaster…and start anew?” We must trust 

God and not our own strength. We must put God’s work and God’s people first instead of our 

own selfish desires. When disaster strikes, let God teach you how to trust! 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 45-46; 2 Timothy 4 


