
2 TIMOTY: CONVINCED OF THE GOSPEL 

Tuesday, October 5 

Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-12 
 

2 Timothy 1:12  That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom  

I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.  
 

The recent persecution of Christians in Rome under Emperor Nero had encouraged other Roman 

officials to persecute the church throughout the empire. If Rome considered Christians enemies 

of the state, then all Christians were guilty and worthy of punishment. This led to widespread 

suffering among believers. Paul encouraged Timothy not to shy away from these sufferings but 

embrace them! 
 

Persecution caused many believers to keep quiet about their faith. The gossip on the street may 

also have slandered Paul’s name as a criminal getting what he deserved. But Paul does not want 

Timothy to be ashamed of him or the gospel. The apostle viewed himself not as a prisoner of 

Rome but a prisoner of Jesus Christ. It was because of his unrelenting devotion to Christ and His 

gospel that Paul was now in chains. Paul reminds Timothy that the gospel is “the power of God.” 

It is the power of God found in the gospel that will enable believers to endure suffering and be 

bold in the face of persecution. Paul knew that God could be trusted to keep his faith secure to 

the end. 
 

“This Gospel.” Paul gives a beautiful summery of the gospel message in these verses. (1) He 

saved us! – God rescued us from sin and death. (2) He called us to live holy lives! – Our 

salvation has nothing to do with being “good enough.” Living holy lives is not about us. It is 

about Him – His grace and His purpose. (3) He has destroyed death! – Believers have nothing to 

fear from death for Christ defeated it at the cross. Death is now merely a gateway to eternal life 

with Christ. (4) He has brought life! – This does not just refer to our future (immortality); it also 

has benefits for today. Christ came to give us full abundant life (John 10:9-10). How does Paul’s 

explanation of the gospel compare to how you think about it? What truths of the gospel do you 

need to “relearn” in order for it to have a full and abundant impact on your life today? 
 

 “I Am Convinced.” Notice four reasons that Paul is not ashamed in 2 Timothy 1:12.  
 

(1) He Knew! – This Greek word (oida) means to know with certainty. There was no doubt in 

Paul’s mind. He had a confident assurance of the future God had promised.  
 

(2) He Believed! – This word is in the perfect tense indicating a past action that has continuing 

results. Paul’s belief began on that road to Damascus where he met Christ and had continued to 

grow and deepen throughout his life. This belief or trust was not in theology, doctrine, or 

personal experience. It was in the living God – the One “whom I have believed.”  
 

(3) He Was Convinced! – Paul’s certain belief and confidence in God’s promises stemmed from 

his knowledge of the character of God.  The word “able” comes from the Greek word dunamis, 

the same word he used for the “power” of the gospel. Paul was certain that God had the power to 

keep him faithful until he met the Lord face to face.  
 

(4) He had Entrusted! -  The word means to guard or commit. God had entrusted Paul with the 

message of the gospel (1 Timothy 1:11) and by the power of God, Paul was faithful to this call to 

the end. His ultimate trust and security was found in God. Can you say these words with the 

apostle and really mean them? 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Jeremiah 16-18; Titus 2 


