
2 CORINTHIANS: PAUL DEFENDS HIS MINISTRY 

Monday, October 5 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 1:1 – 2:11 
 

1 Corinthians 1:22  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23  but we preach Christ crucified:  
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24  but to those whom God has called, both Jews  
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

Like 1 Corinthians, this letter was written to answer problems that still existed in the church at 

Corinth. It also served as a defense of Paul’s position as an apostle which was being challenged 

by a popular group within the Corinthian church. This letter reveals in a great way Paul’s 

pastoral heart for the church. 

 

AUTHOR: Paul had sent Timothy with the letter we call 1 Corinthians (1 Cor 4:17; 16:10).  He 

reported back that the church was still having problems and so Paul made a personal visit to 

Corinth (2 Cor. 2:1). It was a painful visit where Paul’s authority was publically attacked and the 

church did not stand up for the apostle. Paul returned to Ephesus and wrote a third letter (now 

lost like his first letter) that grieved him because of its disciplinary nature (2 Cor. 2:3-4; 7:8-9). 

After he left Ephesus (Acts 19-20) Paul was worried about Titus who had gone to Corinth. When 

Titus caught up with Paul it was with good news of the Corinthian believers’ well-being and bad 

news of the group that still opposed Paul (2 Cor. 2:12-13; 7:5-7). Paul wrote a fourth letter         

(2 Corinthians) to reassure the Corinthian church of his love and rebuke the false teachers who 

attacked him.   

 

OUTLINE OF 2 CORINTHIANS 
1 

 (1)  Paul and His Commission   2 Corinthians 1-5 

        - He defends his motives  (1-2) 

 - He defends his message  (3-5)     

 (2)  Paul and His Converts    2 Corinthians 6-9 

 - Faithful Living    (6-7) 

 - Faithful Giving   (8-9) 

 (3)  Paul and His Critics    2 Corinthians 1-13 

 - His Proven Apostleship      (10-11) 

 - His Passionate Appeal        (12-13) 

              

Paul began his letter by praising “the God of all comfort.” With all the issues and sufferings he 

and the church were experiencing, the apostle wanted them to realize that God wanted to use 

their hardships to help them comfort others who were going through similar trials (1:3-11). He 

reminded them that God is faithful (1:18), that He makes the believer stand firm (1:21), and that 

His Spirit guarantees all the promises of God (1:22). 

 

Another side of comfort is revealed in forgiveness (2:5-11). Whoever this person was or 

whatever he had done, the church was to forgive him because he had repented. To hold a grudge 

could plunge him into “excessive sorrow” and give Satan a foothold in the church. There is a 

time to confront sin in the church (2:6), but this must be followed by forgiveness and love when 

the sinner repents. 
 

 
1
  Modified from Exploring the Scriptures by John Phillips 

 

 
 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 11 


