
THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE 

Thursday, October 4 

Reading: Isaiah 21 
 

Isaiah 21:6  This is what the Lord says to me: “Go, post a lookout and have him report what he sees.  
 

Coach John McKay of USC gave a speech to his team after they had been humiliated 51-0 by 

Notre Dame. McKay came into the locker room and saw a group of beaten worn-out and 

thoroughly depressed young football players who were not accustomed to losing. He stood up on 

a bench and said, "Men, let's keep this in perspective. There are 800 million Chinese who don't 

even know this game was played." 
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In Isaiah 21, the prophet returns to God’s judgment on Babylon (21:1-10). The “Desert by the 

Sea” is most likely a derogatory term. Babylon was surrounded by rich farmland because of the 

Euphrates River and its many canals. But God’s judgment would bring its ruin. This prophecy is 

followed by two short predictions concerning neighbors of Israel who often worked together 

against God’s people – Edom and Arabia (21:11-16). 

 

Two images in this chapter give us some perspective on seeing God’s hand in the world around 

us. First we see Isaiah’s reaction to the destruction of Babylon. It brings him great sadness and 

pain like “a woman in labor.”  He describes it as a nightmare! While others celebrate, the prophet 

is gripped with fear (21:3-5). 

 

Why is Isaiah so upset by the coming fall of Babylon? Some suggest that the horror of the battle 

is what scares him or what this will all mean for his people in Jerusalem. But could there be a 

deeper reason? Perhaps seeing pagan people destroyed is what makes the prophet upset. When 

we see people suffering because of their sins, do we feel pity for them? Do we rejoice when our 

enemies fall or do we grieve for the soul’s lost to a Christless-eternity? It’s all a matter of 

perspective. 

 

The second image in this chapter is of a watchman (21:6-10). It was the watchman’s duty to look 

out for the approach of danger. If he saw an enemy army coming he would warn the city. As we 

look at our world, we too are to be watchman. We are to look for God’s hand in the events 

around us and warn of His judgment.  

 

Sometimes it is easy to see God’s hand, like the rider in Isaiah who proclaimed “Babylon has 

fallen!” However, sometimes God’s work in the world is not so obvious. The watchman in the 

Edom prophecy does not give a clear answer. “Morning is coming, but also the night. If you 

would ask, then ask; and come back yet again.” This strange response reminds us that this is a 

dark world. The night of oppression by Assyria would end but the morning will not last because 

another night of Babylonian rule was coming. True light and hope was for some future undated 

time and they would need to keep asking and seeking it. God’s hand was working but not in 

ways that were readily visible at the time. 

 

Our perspective on the world depends on our focus. The last words in this chapter are the key: 

“The Lord, the God of Israel, has spoken” (21:17). Our focus is to be on God and His Word. 

Only then will we have the right perspective on God’s work in the world. 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 43-44; 2 Timothy 3 


