
CHAIN OF MENTORS 

Wednesday, October 4 

Reading: 2 Timothy 2 
 

2 Timothy 2:1  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2  And the things  

you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also  

be qualified to teach others. 3  Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

 

According to Homer’s ancient Greek drama The Odyssey, when King Odysseus went off to fight 

in the Trojan War he left his son Telemachus in the hands of a wise old man named Mentor.  

Mentor was charged with the task of teaching the young man wisdom. 

 

More than 2,000 years after Homer, a French scholar and theologian by the name of François 

Fénelon adapted the story of Telemachus in a novel titled Télémaque.  In it he enlarged the 

character of Mentor.  After the publication of this book in 1699, the word mentor came to mean 

“a wise and responsible tutor”— an experienced person who advises, guides, teaches, inspires, 

challenges, corrects, and serves as a model. 
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There are not enough mentors in the church today.  In these verses we learn that Paul had been a 

mentor in Timothy’s life.  Now the apostle instructs Timothy to be a mentor and pass on the 

message of Christ to others who will pass it on to others.  This process only occurs when young 

Christians are mentored by others who are farther along in their faith. 

 

None of us grow in a vacuum.  We are all links in a chain of people who were faithful in their 

duty to share the gospel and cultivate it in the lives of others.  We can mentor others in the faith 

through personal friendships, godly living, and studying the Word together (just to name a few).    

    

Paul reminds us that this mentoring process in not always easy.  He encourages Timothy to be 

strong in the Lord and be ready to endure hardship “like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”  He will 

also compare it to an athlete and a farmer who both must work hard to receive their reward.  It 

takes time and energy to mentor a young believer, but the rewards are great both for you and for 

them. 

 

Who has been a godly spiritual influence in your life?  How has their “mentoring” affected the 

way you live and serve Christ?  Who is that someone in your life that with whom you can share 

your faith and life to help them in their spiritual walk? 

 

Let’s strive not to be the broken link in the chain.  We can all encourage others to grow in their 

faith through spending time, speaking loving words, and sharing what Christ has taught us in our 

walk with Him. 
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