
SURPRISE ENDING 

Wednesday, October 3 

Reading: Isaiah 19-20 
 

Isaiah 19:21  So the LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day they will 

acknowledge the LORD. They will worship with sacrifices and grain offerings; they will make vows 

to the LORD and keep them. 
 

Egypt is one of the oldest countries in the world. Its’ history goes back to before the time of 

Abraham. It was a major player in world events through much of history. Today, the majestic 

golden eagle is the symbol of the Arab Republic of Egypt and their national motto is “Life, 

health, and well-being.” 
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In Isaiah’s day, Egypt looked like the Middle East’s only hope to defeat the Assyria army. In 711 

BC, the Assyrian king Sargon II attacked and conquered the Philistine city of Ashdod. Things 

were heating up and everyone looked to Egypt to lead the offensive. During these years, God 

instructed Isaiah to walk around “stripped and barefoot” like a prisoner of war for three years as 

an object lesson to Judah. Egypt would be no help and would be taken as prisoners by the 

Assyrians, “stripped and barefoot…with buttocks bared.” (20:1-5). Isaiah’s “indecent” behavior 

would shock the people out of their dependence on Egypt and Cush. 

 

Chapter 19 gives us the details of Egypt’s judgment by God. Their religious structure would 

tremble (19:1, 3b). The social structure would collapse as the people fight each other and lose 

heart as the cruel king of Assyria conquers them (19:2-4). The economy (which was based on the 

annual flooding of the Nile River) would dry up (19:5-10). Egypt’s world-renowned wise men 

would be proven to be fools and deceivers (19:11-14). There is nothing Egypt can do to stop 

God’s hand of judgment (19:12, 15-16). 

 

But there is a surprise ending! One day, God would restore Egypt. They will repent and worship 

the God of Israel (19:17-22). A great miracle will occur as former archenemies will worship 

together with Israel. Assyria and Egypt will walk God’s “highway” and be called “My 

people…My handiwork…and My inheritance” by God (19:23-25). This will occur when 

Messiah sits on the throne in Jerusalem and all the world will come to worship Him. 

 

This message must have brought great anticipation to the people of Judah. Instead of being 

caught in the center of two superpowers at war, some day they would be the center for these 

nations to come and worship God. It should also bring anticipation for us today. God will be 

victorious and one day all people will worship Him. 

 

Until that day, His Church is to be a picture of this wonderful future.  
 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

 14  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the  

dividing wall of hostility...19  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow  

citizens with God’s people… (Ephesians 2:13-14, 19) 
 

All believers are one in Christ. Are we living like it? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 41-42; 2 Timothy 2 


