
FAMILY LEGACY 

Tuesday, October 3 

Reading: 2 Timothy 1 
 

2 Timothy 1:5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois  

and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6 For this reason I remind you  
to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not  
give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  

 

Family heirlooms are often the most treasured part of an inheritance. An heirloom doesn’t have 

to be an expensive piece of art or a valuable item of antique furniture. It can be any item that 

holds a special meaning or sentimental value for your family. Your grandmother’s tea set, for 

example, might look like nothing special to someone outside your family. But when you know 

that the tea set was given to her as a wedding gift, this ordinary tableware takes on a completely 

different meaning and significance.  

 

Considering the emotional value and special meaning attached to family heirlooms, when the 

time comes to pass one on to the next generation, it’s a nice added touch to pass along the story 

behind the item. Who did the heirloom initially belong to? Why is the heirloom so special to 

your family? Why is it important to you that the heirloom goes to that particular person? 
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We all pass down heirlooms and family treasures from generation to generation. In Timothy’s 

family, faith in God was passed down to him from his mother and grandmother. Timothy grew 

up in a mixed marriage home. His mother was Jewish and his father was Greek. We are not told 

whether his father believed in God or not, but his mother and grandmother were devote women 

of faith. They taught the Old Testament Scriptures to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:14-15). They probably 

heard the gospel during Paul’s first missionary journey and realized that Christ was the Messiah 

the Scriptures had promised and put their faith in Him.  

 

On Paul’s visit to Lystra during the start of his second journey, he met this young believer and 

was so impressed he took Timothy along with him. From that point on, Timothy was one of 

Paul’s closest companions. Many times Paul refers to Timothy as “my son” showing his deep 

affection for him. Though Timothy would learn much about ministry and life from the great 

apostle, Paul affirms the roots of Timothy’s faith came from the family heritage passed down 

from his mother and grandmother.  

 

What spiritual legacy will you pass on to your children?  When they look back at what you 

taught them through your words and your life will they be drawn closer to Christ?  

 

Even if your children are grown, you are still passing on a legacy.  As you gather with your 

family, take time to consider what you are passing down.  Is it a legacy of faith and love of God? 

Let us be diligent to pass on a family legacy of faith. 
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