
1 TIMOTHY: CONQUERING THE PITFALLS 

Sunday, October 3 

Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-21 
 

1 Timothy 6:11  But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,  

love, endurance and gentleness.  
 

Paul closes this letter with practical advice for how to avoid the pitfalls of greed and lust and 

avoid the error of the false teachers. 

 

FLEE (6:11) – Timothy was to be an example to those around him. “It is not good enough to 

keep temptation at arm’s length…The longer we allow wickedness to ‘hang around,’ the more 

alluring it becomes.”
1
 Thus we need to run away from every appearance of evil and run towards 

“righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness” – all things that make a life 

pleasing to God. 

 

FIGHT (6:12) – Paul repeats this command (1:18-19) because the fight of faith is a continual 

battle that requires diligence. We gain strength for this fight as we hold tight to the assurance of 

our salvation (“take hold of eternal life”) through the power of the Spirit. Remembering our 

initial commitment to the Lord is a great weapon in fighting the daily battles of the Christian life. 

 

FULFILL (6:13-19) – Paul reminds Timothy (and us) of the calling God has on our lives. We 

should strive to live up to Christ’s example who, though He was facing torture and death, still 

testified to the truth before Pilate (see John 18-19). We too need to stand strong until Christ 

returns. He puts an exclamation point on this charge by breaking out in praise to God, the 

Creator and Sustainer of all things (6:15-16). It is through His power that we can fulfill the work 

God has called us to do. 

 

From Paul’s emphasis on wealth in this letter, it is probable that there were many well-to-do 

believers in Ephesus who needed to fulfill their calling. Paul warns them not to look down on 

others or think they are more important than others. They must put their trust in God and not in 

their money. Their focus should be on service to the Lord and storing up treasures in heaven. In 

this way they will not end in “ruin and destruction” (6:9), but have a solid foundation and will 

experience the abundant life Jesus spoke of (see John 10:10). 

 

FORTIFY (6:20-21) – Like a soldier protecting his post, Paul tells Timothy to guard the truth of 

God entrusted to him. He must expose the false teachings in the church and the “godless chatter” 

of the false teachers. These only result in leading people away from the truth. Even true believers 

can get caught up in false doctrine and waste valuable time that could be spent learning and 

spreading God’s Word. 

 

“Grace be with you all.” This final benediction tells us that Paul meant for this letter to be read to 

the whole church and not just by Timothy. The message and instruction to this young pastor are 

meant for all believers, both in Ephesus and in the church today. It is the duty of every believer 

to stand up against the lies of Satan and live a life in pursuit of the image of Christ. It gives us 

guidelines for public worship, selection and qualification of leaders, and how believers are to 

relate to each other in the church. It is a book that reminds us that the church is not a social 

organization but a body of believers assembled for spiritual growth and the proclaiming the 

gospel to the world.  
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