
1 CORINTHIANS: GIFTS ON THE GO 

Saturday, October 3 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12-14 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5  There  

are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6  There are different kinds of working, but in all of  

them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit  

is given for the common good. 
 

The great violinist Nicolo Paganini willed his marvelous violin to Genoa -- the city of his birth -- 

but only on the condition that the instrument never be played. It was an unfortunate condition, 

for it is a peculiarity of wood that as long as it is used and handled, it shows little wear. As soon 

as it is discarded, it begins to decay. Without use, the beautiful violin rotted away! 
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God has given every believer at least one spiritual gift. Sadly many Christians, like Paganini’s 

violin, don’t use their gift and so become useless “pew-sitters.” In 1 Corinthians 12-14, Paul 

corrects many of the misconceptions about spiritual gifts. Following are a few of these wrong 

ideas: 

 

 “Spiritual gifts are for the personal benefit of the believer.” While the believer does get 

blessings from the use of their gifts, the primary purpose is for “the common good” (12:7). 

Our gifts should be used to benefit the whole church and not selfishly kept to ourselves. 

 “Spiritual gifts are talents or abilities.” We must not confuse God’s spiritual gifts with natural 

talents or abilities. Many unbelievers can sing or teach or care in some way, but only a 

believer can use the gift God has given to reach hearts and change lives for the kingdom. 

 “Spiritual gifts can be cultivated.” While we become more confident as we use our gifts, they 

cannot be obtained by education or merit. The word “gift” in Greek is charisma which is 

literally translated “grace.” These gifts are given by the Spirit “just as He determines” 

(12:11) based on God’s plan and purpose for His church. 

 “Spiritual gifts never change.” In 12:31, Paul says to “eagerly desire” the gifts. This implies 

that as new situations arise in the church the Spirit will give new gifts to meet that need. We 

should be seeking and praying for those gifts that are needed to meet the present need of the 

church. 

 “Some spiritual gifts are more important than others.” While some gifts are more public than 

others, none are less important!  Every believer has been placed in the church where God 

needs them and to be missing one part is missing a piece of the wonderful puzzle God has put 

together. 

 “You can use your spiritual gift any way you want.” In chapter 14, Paul gives clear 

guidelines for the use of gifts in church. They should be used to build up the church family 

(14:3-45, 12), as a testimony to the lost (14:23-25), and in an orderly fashion (14:26-40). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Is your gift on the go or (like Paganini’s violin) is it wasting away, benefiting no one? 

 

2. Right in the middle of this discussion about spiritual gifts is “the love chapter.”   

1 Corinthians 13 reminds us that our lives (including the use of God’s gifts) should always be 

done in love. 
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