
FAITHFUL PROMISES 

Friday, October 26 

Reading: Isaiah 37:21-38 
 

Isaiah 37:34  By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this city,” declares the LORD.  

35  “I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my servant!” 
 

William Carey, often called the father of modern missions, once said, “The future is as bright as 

the promises of God.” This is a belief that Isaiah had been preaching for years. He had been 

prophesying the Assyrian invasion for decades and it had finally happened. The armies of the 

enemy surrounded Jerusalem. But, through Isaiah, God also promised deliverance. Now He 

would give this encouraging word again. 
 

Because the Assyrians had mocked the Lord, the people of Jerusalem would mock them as they 

fled in fear. Their proud boasts would come to nothing (37:21-25). Are we to be concerned when 

pagan humanity rails against God? One way or another God will reward their evil with His holy 

judgment. We need but to trust Him and do what He has called us to do. 
 

We must also learn that God is in control. The Assyrians thought they were in control. They 

believed that it was their power and plans that had brought them victory. But God says, “I 

ordained it…I planned it…I have brought it to pass” (37:26). God knows where they are, what 

they are doing, and even what they are saying and thinking (37:28). The Assyrians often led 

away their captives like animals with hooks in their nose and bits in their mouth to pull them 

along. God said that He controlled and would humiliate them the same way they had done to 

others (37:29). 
 

We must learn that God is a God of encouragement (37:30-32). As the Assyrian army marched 

through the land they destroyed cities, crops, and fields. There would be no harvest this year. But 

God promised that there would be food for the survivors from what came up by itself (wild seed) 

for two years then they would be able to resume normal planting and harvesting. This would 

prove to the people that God was with them. This image was also a reminder of what God 

wanted to happen in their spiritual lives. He wanted them to “take root” and “bear fruit” again. 

All this would encourage them to trust in Him more. 
 

God keeps His promise! Sennacherib never sets foot in Jerusalem (37:33-38). In fact, in his own 

records, Sennacherib would state that he sieged and conquered many cities, but of Hezekiah he 

says, “I locked him up within Jerusalem like a bird in a cage” 
1
 No boast of victory, just his spin 

to save face for his utter defeat as the angel of the Lord kills 185,000 of his troops. His death is 

also ironic. He had ridiculed Hezekiah’s God as not being able to save him, but his god Nisrok 

could not save Sennacherib. He is killed while worshipping in his temple. 
 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 

10:23). In the good times and in the bad, always remember, “The future is as bright as the 

promises of God.”   

 
 
1
  Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Book of Isaiah, p. 147. 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 28-30; Hebrews 11 



 


