
COLOSSIANS: SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH 

Saturday, October 31 

Reading: Colossians 3-4 
 

Colossians 3:1  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

 Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
 

Corrie Ten Boom told her story in the book “The Hiding Place.” She and her family hid dozens 

of Jews in their Amsterdam home during World War II. Eventually, their actions were 

discovered and Corrie spent almost a year in a Nazi concentration camp. Her sister Betsie died in 

the camps. Her last words to Corrie were “There is no pit so deep that God is not deeper still.” 

Shortly after, Corrie was released. She would later learn that her release was due to a clerical 

error. Of this she said, “God does not have problems – only plans!” The words of Paul are 

echoed in a quotation from this great saint. “Look around and be distressed. Look inside and be 

depressed. Look at Jesus and be at rest.” 

 

There’s an old proverb that goes something like this: “He is so heavenly-minded, he is of no 

earthly good.” Paul would disagree with that statement. For Christians to be of any “earthly 

good” they MUST be heavenly-minded! Christians are to set their HEARTS and MINDS on 

things above. This means that our thoughts, motives, and actions should all be focused on 

accomplishing God’s will. Paul is following Jesus’ teaching here. Jesus said, “Seek first the 

kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). We are to live with eternity’s values in 

view.  
 

“…from now on the Christian will view everything against the background of eternity and no longer live as if 

this world was all that mattered. This will obviously give him a new set of values. Things which the world 

thought important, he will no longer worry about…he will…set giving above getting, serving above ruling, 

forgiving above avenging. The Christian’s standard of values will be God’s not men’s” (William Barclay, 

Daily Study Bible) 
 

If we have truly died to the things of this world and been united (hidden) with Christ, then our 

lives should show it! If Christ is really “our life” then our lives should reflect His! Like Corrie 

Ten Boom, we can “look at Jesus and be at rest.” Not lazy, but confident in our salvation and 

dedicated to live, think, and act for eternity. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

This ‘heavenly-minded” attitude is displayed in how we relate to others in the church (3:5-15). It 

is shown in our worship and actions (3:15-17). And it is revealed in our homes and workplace 

(3:18 – 4:1). Another way this attitude is shown is by how we use our time. Paul urges believers 

to spend much time in prayer (4:2-4) and to “make the most of every opportunity” to share the 

gospel (4:5-6). How do we spend our time? The things we spend the most time doing will reveal 

what is most important to us. 

 

In church we often talk about a tithe or 10%. We usually relate this to giving money, but it 

should relate to every aspect of our lives. Do we give the Lord 10% of our time? Statistically, 

that would be 2.4 hours a day or 16.8 hours a week! Now I am not suggesting that we go around 

with stopwatches and clipboards to keep track of our spiritual activities. What I am suggesting is 

that we began to think seriously about how we spend our time. Are we giving God the time and 

service that He deserves? 
 


