
MARK: A QUESTION OF POLITICS 

Wednesday, October 30 

Reading: Mark 12:13-17 
 

Mark 12:15  Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap 

me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16  They brought the coin, and he asked them, 

“Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. 17  Then Jesus said to them, “Give 

back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”  
 

That the Pharisees and Herodians would “team up” on this next question shows how deep their 

hatred for Jesus went. The name Pharisees means ‘separated ones’ and they were the 

“conservatives” of Jewish religious society. They stood for an independent Israel with only God 

as king. They controlled the local synagogues where people were taught the Scriptures. The 

Herodians were a political party that supported the family of Herod and the Roman government. 

These “enemy” groups teamed up to attack Jesus. 

 

They begin by “buttering Him up” with false flattery. Then they spring their trap. If Jesus said it 

was wrong to pay the Imperial tax He would be arrested by the Romans for treason. However, if 

He said it was right the people would turn against Him because they hated this symbol of their 

subjection to Rome. 

 

Jesus saw through their hypocrisy and asked to see a denarius, the Roman coin used to pay this 

tax. This coin had an image of Caesar and the inscription “Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine 

Augustus.” Jesus’ enemies could not deny that Caesar’s picture was on the coin. Jesus then 

affirms to “give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s.” 

 

But Jesus doesn’t stop there! The real issue was not giving money to Rome, but giving back to 

God what He deserves. Caesar was not divine as his coins claimed. The Lord was still in 

complete control and must be honored by giving to Him your life. In one statement, Jesus had 

both acknowledged their responsibility to human government and more importantly their duty to 

God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Give Back to Caesar What Is Caesar’s.” The Bible is clear that believers have a 

responsibility to civil government. Christians should support and be involved in their local, state, 

and national political process. However, when they come into conflict with our heavenly 

citizenship, the believer must always stand for God’s kingdom against the wickedness of man’s 

kingdom. Are your political views in harmony with what God says? What rules your life – 

politics or the kingdom of God?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Give To God What is God’s.” Sometimes we get so involved in debate over 

politics that we forget the most important part of Jesus’ statement.  The key to our lives is giving 

God what belongs to Him. Like Caesar’s coin, all people bear the image of God (Genesis 1:26-

27). Just as Jesus said to give that coin back to Caesar because it bore his image, so we are to 

give ourselves to God because we bear His image! All people are responsible to God and will 

answer to Him one day for how they lived their lives. Jesus’ point is that we should give God the 

reverence, worship, praise, commitment, and service He deserves now! Our very lives should be 

dedicated to Him. Do people see the image of Christ when they look at your life? Are you giving 

God what belongs to Him?  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 10-12; James 1 


