
THE PRIDE TRAP 

Tuesday, October 30 

Reading: Isaiah 39 
 

Isaiah 39:2  Hezekiah received the envoys gladly and showed them what was in his storehouses… 

everything found among his treasures. There was nothing in his palace or in all his kingdom that  

Hezekiah did not show them.  
 

When the Cornerstone Bank in Waco, Nebraska, was robbed of some $6,000 in November of 

2012, the bank employees were able to give the police a fairly good description of the girl who 

pulled off the crime and the car in which she escaped. As it turned out, the investigators didn’t 

really need those descriptions, because the thief recorded a YouTube video titled “Chick bank 

robber” boasting of her criminal prowess. Fanning out the cash in front of the camera, 19-year-

old Hannah Sabata held up a sign that read, “I just stole a car and robbed a bank. Now I’m rich, I 

can pay off my college financial aid and tomorrow I’m going for a shopping spree.” Hannah’s 

brief criminal career ended later that week when police took her into custody. 
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The Bible says that “pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 

16:18). After King Hezekiah recovered from his illness, he received some very important 

visitors. Marduk-Baladan is known to us from the history books. In the face of Assyrian power, 

he kept Babylon free from 721-710 B.C. before the Assyrian king Sargon drove him out. 

However when Sargon died in 705 B.C., Marduk-Baladan tried to recruit allies to stand with him 

against the new Assyrian king Sennacherib. In 703 B.C., he reclaimed Babylon for nine months. 

However, his efforts would fail and he was forced to flee for his life from the Assyrian army. 
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During this later revolt is when Marduk-Baladan sent messengers to King Hezekiah, probably to 

get him to join the resistance. Like the bank-robbing teenager, Hezekiah could not help but show 

these Babylonians all the treasures of his kingdom. 

 

The prophet Isaiah confronted the king about his pride. He declared that because he had shown 

the Babylonians all his treasures, they would one day return and take it all back to Babylon along 

with many of Hezekiah’s descendants who would become slaves. Hezekiah’s response is sad. 

Instead of repenting of his sinful pride and looking toward the future, Hezekiah is content that 

the judgment will not fall during his reign. Pride does that to us! It makes us focus on ourselves 

instead of on other’s needs and the will of God. “Better to be lowly in spirit along with the 

oppressed than to share plunder with the proud. Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and 

blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD” (Proverbs 16:19-20). 

 

Though Hezekiah was one of the godliest kings to reign over Judah, he had a consistent problem 

with pride (see 2 Chron. 32:24-30). This is one of Satan’s favorite tools. It was the sin that 

caused his fall and he has used it to bring many people with him. When God blesses our life 

beware of Satan’s attack! He can twist it and tempt us to take credit for what God has done. 

Don’t be trapped! Don’t let pride bring you down!   
 

1 Peter5:5 All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but 

shows favor to the humble.” 6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up 

in due time...8  Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. 9  Resist him, standing firm in the faith…  

 
1
  https://www.ministry127.com/resources/illustration/the-mouth-of-the-fool 

2  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Merodach-Baladan-II 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 34-35; Hebrews 13 


