
THE RIGHT ALLIANCE 

Tuesday, October 2 

Reading: Isaiah 18 
 

Isaiah 18:4  This is what the LORD says to me: “I will remain quiet and will look on from my dwelling place. 
 

Ever watch the TV show “Survivor”? One of the key strategies is to form alliances with the other 

players to get you further ahead in the game. Of course there is a lot of “blindsides” along the 

way when players switch sides and turn on their former allies. It all sounds a little like the 

political situation of nations through the centuries. 

 

In Isaiah 18 we have jumped almost 20 years forward into the reign of King Hezekiah. Here we 

meet the nation of Cush (sometimes called Ethiopia or Nubia).  This nation controlled the land 

that today covers southern Egypt, Sudan, and northern Ethiopia. The nation of Cush was usually 

dominated by Egypt but in the days of King Hezekiah (c. 715 BC) they had taken over Egypt and 

a Cushite Pharaoh sat on the throne. With the threat of Assyrian invasion looming, he sent out 

ambassadors to form an alliance against their common enemy (18:1-2a). 

 

When the ambassadors arrived in Jerusalem, Isaiah told them to go back home. The description 

in the second half of verse two is an excellent picture of the reputation of the Cushite (or Nubian) 

people. They had wanted Judah to rally under their banner and follow their battle cry against 

Assyria. But God promised that He would take care of Judah’s enemies in His own time (18:2b-

3).  

 

In contrast to the “whirring wings” and “swift messengers” of the Cushite king, God patiently 

lingers like the summer heat or the morning dew. When the time is ripe, the Lord will bring His 

harvest of judgment against the Assyrians (18:4-6). Instead of being the leaders, the people of 

Cush would one day bring gifts to Jerusalem and honor the name of Lord Almighty (18:7). 

 

The purpose of Isaiah’s words was to remind Israel that their protection and strength was from 

the Lord. Hezekiah would be encouraged to join the alliance of nations against Assyria, but God 

warns that such alliances only bring disaster. If Judah and her king trusted in the Lord they 

would be saved. 

 

The Apostle Paul warns us about forming alliances with the world: 
 

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 

what fellowship can light have with darkness? …16  What agreement is there between the temple of God and 

idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, 

and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17  Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says 

the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”   (2 Corinthians 6:14-17) 

 

Sometimes we say that we make our “unholy” alliances with the world because “we can change 

them!” But more often the world changes us and we end up blindsiding each other and straying 

from God. To “be separate” does not mean becoming hermits, but it does mean that we do not 

think, act, and talk like the world. It means that our lives should be different from the 

unbeliever’s around us. Our “alliance” is with the Lord! We are to shine as sons and daughters of 

God! 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 39-40; 2 Timothy 1 


