
15 EXTRA YEARS 

Monday, October 29 

Reading: Isaiah 38 
 

Isaiah 38:5  “Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says:  
I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years to your life. 6  And I will  
deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I  will defend this city. 
 

These four historical chapters (36-39) form a transition in Isaiah’s book. And like many of the 

previous prophetic chapters, these chapters are not in chronological order. The events described 

in Isaiah 38-39 take place before the siege of Jerusalem recorded in chapters 36-37. The reason 

for this is thematic. The first part of Isaiah’s prophecy has focused on Assyria, thus he ends the 

first half with the destruction of Assyrian army. Isaiah will never mention Assyria again. 

Babylon will now become Isaiah’s world focus and so chapters 38-39 introduce them into 

Judah’s history. 

 

Hezekiah’s illness could not have happened at a worse time! The king had been leading his 

people back to God and destroying idol worship in the land. Now the Assyrian army was quickly 

advancing toward Judah’s border. Who would lead the people if Hezekiah died?  Why would 

God allow this grave sickness to afflict him when he had been faithful and devoted to the Lord? 

 

We all ask these questions from time to time. When they come, we must be like Hezekiah and 

take them to the Lord in prayer. God grants Hezekiah’s request and makes the king two 

promises: God would give him another 15 years of life and God would defend Jerusalem against 

the coming Assyrian threat. He even performs a miracle as proof that His promises will come 

true. In response, Hezekiah composes a psalm of praise describing his sickness and God’s 

salvation. 

 

This may seem like a happy ending, but all may not be as it appears. In 2 Chronicles 33 we read 

that Hezekiah’s son Manasseh began to reign when he was twelve years old. That would mean 

he was born during Hezekiah’s 15 “extra” years. Manasseh was the most wicked king in Judah’s 

history. In his 55-year reign he reversed all the reforms his father had made and led the nation 

deep into idol worship, even placing idols in God’s temple and sacrificing children to them. 

Though Manasseh repented later in life, it was too late for the nation. His evil actions had set 

them on the path of judgment from which they would not turn. It might have been better if 

Hezekiah had not lived another 15 years after all. 

 

Sometimes it is true that God gives us what we want even though He knows it is not what is best 

for us. He wants us to learn to trust Him and sometimes that means we have to experience 

“bumps and bruises” along the way.  How do we avoid this situation? Jesus told us to seek first 

the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33). The Apostle Paul says: “Do nothing out 

of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others” (Philp. 2:3-4). If we 

obey these commands, we will begin to conform our will to God’s will. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 31-33; Hebrews 12 


