
MARK: A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY 

Monday, October 28 

Reading: Mark 11:27-33 
 

Mark 11:29  Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority  

I am doing these things. 30  John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!” 
 

The religious leaders now take another approach to destroy Jesus. They assault Him with a 

barrage of questions trying to get Him to say something that will damage His reputation and 

popularity with the crowds.  

 

The leaders of the Temple first ask Jesus by what authority He was preaching and disrupting 

THEIR Temple. In effect they are saying, “What makes You think You can walk into OUR 

Temple and upset everything!” If Jesus said His authority was from God they would accuse Him 

of blasphemy. If He said His authority came from some human origin they could tell they people 

to stop listening to Him because the Temple and the priests got their authority from the Law of 

Moses. They thought they had Jesus trapped! 

 

Instead of answering their question, Jesus poses one of His own. “Where did John the Baptist get 

his authority to baptize – from heaven or some human origin?” Now it is the religious leaders 

that are trapped. They had not accepted John’s ministry but the people believed he was a prophet. 

If they say his message was from heaven they knew Jesus would ask them why they hadn’t 

repented or believed his message. If they answered it was only a human message the people 

would turn against them. To save face, the chief priests avoid answering the question. In 

response, Jesus refuses to answer their question. He knew they were not looking for truth, but 

only for a way to discredit and destroy Him. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Who Gave You Authority?” Jesus had answered this question many times 

during His ministry. His miracles and power over demons pointed to His God-given authority. 

His teaching was God-inspired. Years earlier when Jesus cleansed the Temple the first time, He 

called it “My Father’s House” (John 2:13-22). He had provided ample proof that His authority 

was from God – that He in fact was the Messiah, the Son of God. They just wouldn’t believe it! 

The same is true of many people today. They want the Lord to prove that He loves them – to 

give them some kind of sign. But Jesus has given all the proof they need by dying on the cross 

for them and rising again. Do you know someone who demands God show them something? 

Point them to the cross and the empty tomb!  

 

LESSON TWO: “John’s Baptism – Was It From Heaven, Or of Human Origin.” The religious 

leaders had rejected the Baptist’s ministry and were now plotting to kill Jesus. They would not 

accept any authority other than their own! If someone did not fall in line with their way of 

thinking, they were to be eliminated. Some bad church leaders think this way. “It’s my way or 

the highway!” They manipulate and plot to get their way. This is not true leadership. Remember 

Jesus said that the first shall be last and that being a servant is the highest mark in His kingdom 

(Mark 9:35). Are you a leader in your church? Do you show it by humility and service to others? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 4-6; Hebrews 12 


