
PHILIPPIANS: SHINING STARS 

Tuesday, October 27 

Reading: Philippians 2 
 

Philippians 2:14  Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15  so that you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them 
like stars in the sky 16  as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of 
Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 

 

Church conflicts can happen for pretty unusual reasons. In the 1890s there was a small Baptist 

church in Mayfield County, Kentucky. The church had just two deacons who seemed to be 

constantly arguing and bickering with each other. On a particular Sunday, one deacon put a small 

wooden peg on the back wall so the pastor could hang up his hat. When the other deacon 

discovered the peg, he was outraged. "How dare someone put a peg in the wall without first 

consulting me!" The people in the church took sides and the congregation eventually split. Over 

a hundred years later, residents of Mayfield County still refer to the two churches as Peg Baptist 

and Anti-Peg Baptist. 
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The Apostle Paul has just given the supreme example of Christ (2:5-11) and instructs us to 

“continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (2:12). He is not saying that 

salvation is a result of work but that growing in our Christian walk requires effort, with strength 

that comes only from the Lord (2:13). 

 

Now he gets down to some nitty-gritty details of what this means. As believers, we are not to be 

complainers or have a spirit of dissention. Like many churches, there were people in Philippi 

who believed it was their job to complain and argue about every-thing. Many times this type of 

person does not have the answer nor do they really care to get one. Their purpose is simply to 

cause problems. This is a worldly attitude!  Christians are to be blameless (above reproach), 

unlike the world that is crooked. We are to be pure (innocent; people of integrity), unlike the 

world that is depraved. If we truly believe that God is sovereign then to complain and argue is a 

sign that we really don’t trust Him and doubt His goodness and control. 
 

Philippians 2:2 …make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 

purpose.  3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your 

attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus… 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Paul echoes the words of Jesus when he calls believers to “shine like stars.” Jesus said, “Let your 

light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:16). When we gripe and bicker and fight with each other we present a bad testimony 

to the world. Our lives should be shining the light of God’s Word into lost hearts, not driving 

them away by our bad attitudes! It is time for the church of God to stop arguing about pegs, and 

start living like the Savior! 
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Illustration cited by Dan Erickson, pastor of Chisholm First Baptist Church  

https://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/sermon-illustration-dan-erickson-stories-unity-

986?ref=TextIllustrationSerps# 

 

 

READ THE NT: Jude 1 


