
PROVERBS 10-22: DON’T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER 

Tuesday, October 26 

Reading: Proverbs 14:1-15 
 

Proverbs 14:12  There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. 
 

Proverbs 14:1 reminds us of chapter 9 where we heard the call of Lady Wisdom and Madam 

Folly. There Lady Wisdom built her house and provides a feast of abundant life for those who 

followed her (9:1-12). In contrast Madam Folly calls out from her house and lures people “deep 

in the realm of the dead” (9:13-18). One builds others up; the other tears down, “creating either a 

safe, life-giving place or else a place of destruction where the life is sucked out of the people she 

touches.” 
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CHARACTER versus CONDUCT – Solomon reminds us that anyone who “fears the Lord walks 

uprightly” (14:2). It is a person’s character that determines their conduct. They understand godly 

wisdom because of how their character has shaped them. The mocker however cannot find 

wisdom even when they look for it! Their character prevents them from following God’s ways 

(14:5-6). They are full of pride (14:3) and laugh at the idea of sin, forgiveness, and judgment 

(14:9). Character is also determined by our companions (14:7). “We must be kind and friendly to 

all, not rude or self-righteous; but we should be intimate with the godly. Proverbs 13:20 spoke of 

wise companions and the effect they have upon each other. This is the negative side of the same 

truth…the proverb would teach that the company of the foolish will dull the ability to perceive 

knowledge.” 
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INWARD verses OUTWARD – We must also remember that appearances can be deceiving. A 

clean barn may look nice, but it probably means that no work is getting done and therefore no 

‘harvests’ are coming (14:4). The prudent person gives careful thought to the way they live and 

act. They are not sucked in by the attractive packaging that advertising and media throw at them 

(14:8, 15). They compare everything with what God’s Word says. We are also reminded that we 

cannot know what is going on in people’s hearts (14:10, 13). An outward smile may hide an 

inward pain. We must be wise in our conversations and ‘small talk’ so that we are not insensitive 

to these hidden struggles. Verse 11 reminds us that though a “house” may seem better and more 

secure than a “tent”, our measure of success should not be external appearances but the character 

of the heart. Blessings come to those who are “upright”, not because of size or apparent 

prosperity. The ways that the world think are right and good often lead to sin and destruction 

(14:12). Everyone will receive the proper payment for their character which is displayed by their 

actions (14:14). 

 

When God sent the prophet Samuel to anoint a new king for Israel, He gave him this warning: 

“The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). We too must be careful not to judge by 

appearances. We cannot know what is in a person’s heart. But God can! God’s wisdom 

encourages us to “give thought” to our steps and focus on inward character over outward conduct 

(14:8, 15). 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Ezekiel 4-6; Hebrews 12 


