
PHILIPPIANS: JOY IN THE LORD 

Monday, October 26 

Reading: Philippians 1 
 

Philippians 1: 4  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5  because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now 

 

Philippians is the second of Paul’s ‘Prison Epistles.’ Throughout this letter Paul stresses the fact 

that the Christian life should be one of joy.  
 

AUTHOR: The church in Philippi had a strong relationship with the apostle Paul. Unlike many 

of the other churches, they did not seem to have any serious doctrinal or moral issues that Paul 

needed to address. Over the years, they had generously supported Paul in his missionary efforts. 

Paul writes this letter to encourage them to keep living for Christ and to thank them for their 

generous gift. 
 

OUTLINE OF PHILIPPIANS
 

 (1)  A Prisoner’s Joy      Philippians 1 

- Joy in Christian Fellowship  1:1-11 

 - Joy in the Gospel   1:12-20a 

 - Joy in Living for Jesus  1:20b-30 

 (2)  A Servant’s Joy      Philippians 2 

 - A Servant’s Attitude   2:1-11 

 - A Servant’s Mission   2:12-18 

 - A Servant’s Heart   2:19-30 

 (3)  Joy Robbers      Philippians 3 

 (4)  Attitudes for Joyful Living    Philippians 4 
             

Pastor Charles Stanley has said, “God's plan for enlarging His kingdom is so simple - one person 

telling another about the Savior. Yet we're busy and full of excuses. Just remember, someone's 

eternal destiny is at stake. The joy you'll have when you meet that person in heaven will far 

exceed any discomfort you felt in sharing the gospel.” 
1 

 

In the opening of his letter, Paul thanks God for the Philippians “partnership in the gospel.” The 

word “partnership” in Greek is koinōnía and it means fellowship or sharing. The Philippian 

believers had an important part in the sharing of the gospel. How did they do this? First they 

shared the gospel by the way they lived their lives (1:27-28). Second, they shared the gospel with 

others despite opposition (1:28-30). Third, they shared the gospel by standing together in unity 

and humility (2:1-5). They were faithfully “hold[ing] out the word of life” (2:14-16). Finally, 

they shared the gospel through their giving (4:10-19).   
 

In 1:6, Paul proclaims that this sharing of the gospel was sure evidence that God was working in 

their lives. It was God who had started the work of salvation in their hearts and now they were 

sharing it with others. Paul is confident that God will continue to work in and through them until 

the work is finished and they meet Jesus face to face when He returns. 
 

God has called all of us to be partners in sharing the gospel. All believers share in the grace of 

God that saved us and God wants all of us to share that grace with others. It is a cop-out to say, 

“That’s the pastor’s job!” It is the responsibility of every believer! As Pastor Stanley reminded 

us - “Someone’s eternal destiny is at stake.”   
 

1
  http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlessta451689.html#d0VUp11rrzMFqm2W.991 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Peter 3 


