
MARK: A BLIND MAN WITH 20/20 VISION 

Friday, October 25 

Reading: Mark 10:46-52 
 

Mark 10:47  When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David,  
have mercy on me!” 48  Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son  
of David, have mercy on me!” 

 

Jesus is on the last leg of His final journey to Jerusalem. He will be crucified in a little over a 

week. Jericho was about 18 miles northeast of Jerusalem which made it a natural stop for 

pilgrims. Jesus is in the midst of a large crowd of people who are all travelling to Jerusalem for 

Passover. It is in this setting that we meet blind Bartimaeus. 

 

His condition is a sad one. He is blind with no means to support himself other than begging. Day 

after day he has sat by the road pleading for money from people who may or may not toss coins 

onto his cloak which lay in front of him. However on this day Bartimaeus hears that Jesus is 

passing by.   

 

This blind man’s faith is first revealed by his approach to Jesus. By using the title “Son of 

David” he is acknowledging that Jesus is the Messiah. This blind man could “see” who Jesus 

was even when many in the crowd could not. His cry is not for money, but for mercy. Unlike 

James and John (10:35-45), he has no allusions of worthiness. He throws himself on the mercy of 

Christ. 

 

The crowd reacts to Bartimaeus’ intrusion by telling him to “shut-up!” But their objections only 

made him cry louder. Jesus responded by calling Bartimaeus to Him.   

The cloak Bartimaeus threw aside was probably his only possession in the world. It was what he 

used to collect the coins that people gave him. But hearing Jesus’ call, he tosses it aside! This is 

something the rich young ruler was unwilling to do (10:17-31). 

 

The blind man had already expressed his faith by his cry to Jesus for mercy and his persistence 

despite the pressure of the crowd. Now Jesus’ question gives him the chance to verbally express 

his faith. His faith that Jesus could give him his sight resulted in Jesus doing just that! The 

poignant conclusion to this story is that Jesus’ command to “Go” resulted in Bartimaeus leaving 

everything behind to follow Jesus. 

 

LESSON ONE: “They Came To Jericho.” Even though He was on His way to Jerusalem to 

fulfill God’s plan of salvation, Jesus did not let plans and schedules stop Him from helping those 

in need. Do we see those in need through the eyes of Jesus? Are we dedicated to helping others 

even when it will delay or change our plans and schedules?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Son of David, Have Mercy on Me.” The blind man expressed his faith by his 

words and actions. How do you express your faith? Faith is not demanding something from the 

Lord because we deserve it! Faith is revealed in a humble, persistent plea for mercy, knowing we 

don’t deserve it. Do we have faith to follow Jesus no matter the cost? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 1-3; Hebrews 11 


