
ONCE FOR ALL 

Wednesday, October 25 

Reading: Hebrews 9 
 

Hebrews 9:25  Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most  

Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26  Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since  

the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. 27  Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28  so Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation  

to those who are waiting for him. 

 

In the Roman Catholic Church, when one takes Holy Communion they believe the elements actually become 

body and blood of Christ.  This is called the doctrine of transubstantiation.  When the priest lifts the bread and 

recites “This is My body” the bread becomes the literal body of Christ.  The same is true for the wine.  In 

Catholic theology, Christ is, in a some sense, being crucified again every time they partake of Communion.  

This is also connected to one of the most famous symbols of Catholicism – the crucifix.  Whether in paintings, 

statues, or jewelry the cross is seldom empty in Catholicism. 

 

A humorous note from history has grown from this belief.  In the Middle Ages, the Catholic mass was always 

conducted in Latin.  Of course the common people had no clue what was being said.  When the priest lifted the 

bread and said, “Hoc est corpus meum” (“This is My body” in Latin), the people misconstrued it into the phrase 

‘hocus pocus.’  They believed the priest had magically transformed the bread into something else and ‘hocus 

pocus’ has become a standard phrase for magicians ever since. 

 

These verses from Hebrews show us the error of this kind of thinking.  Christ sacrificed Himself once for all.  

This is referred to as “the end of the ages” because it was the culmination of all God had promised.  We see 

three appearances of Christ in this passage.  First, He appears on the cross to bear our sins (9:21; 26-27).  

Second, He appears in heaven to intercede for us (9:24).  And third, He will appear a second time on earth for 

our ultimate salvation and glorification (9:28). 

 

The key word in Hebrews 9:27-28 is “once.”  All people die once and then must face judgment for their sin.  

But Christ died once for our sin.  Now for those who place their faith in Him, His Second Coming should not 

bring fear of judgment but the hope of eternal life.  Christ is not being continually offered for sin.  The cross is 

empty!  The tomb is empty!   
 

       Lifted up was He to die / “It is finished!” was His cry / Now in Heav’n  

       exalted  high / Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

       When He comes, our glorious King / All His ransomed home to bring / Then  

       anew His song we’ll sing / Hallelujah! What a Savior!  

 

 

       (hymn by Phillip Bliss) 

 


