
MARK: WANTING THE BEST SEATS 

Thursday, October 24 

Reading: Mark 10:32-45 
 

Mark 10:43  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  44  and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all. 45  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Jesus’ determination to go to Jerusalem where His enemies sought to kill Him caused the 

disciples great fear. Jesus did not calm their fears when He for the third time explained what lay 

ahead. This is the fullest description Jesus has given them. It included His rejection by the 

religious leaders and His mocking, beating, and execution by the Romans (“the Gentiles”). But 

the end of all the humiliation would be His triumphant resurrection. 

 

It is difficult to understand the minds of James and John here. Jesus had just clearly explained 

that the future held pain, suffering, and death. But all they could think about was glory and 

honor. Perhaps being present at the Transfiguration had convinced them that Jesus’ earthly 

kingdom was immanent and they wanted “first dibs” on the choice seats. Matthew’s gospel tells 

us the brothers even got their mother involved in asking for these highest seats in the kingdom. 

They had completely missed what Jesus had been trying to prepare them for! 

 

Jesus knew they did not understand “the cup” of suffering He was about to drink. In their 

arrogance, James and John believed they were ready to face anything for Christ, but when the 

time came they forsook Him and fled. One day they would be ready to suffer for Jesus but it is 

God who gives rewards, not based on ambition but on service. 

 

Naturally the other disciples were not happy with James and John, probably because they had 

each desires that position for themselves. Before they can get into another argument, Jesus 

describes what greatness means in His kingdom. They had been acting like worldly rulers who 

grasp on to their power and demand people submit to them. Instead, God’s kingdom leaders are 

to be servants. They are to put others before themselves and become a “slave of all.” Jesus 

presented Himself as the ultimate example of a Servant-Leader. He is God the Son and yet came 

to serve and finally give His life for the sins of the world. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Can You Drink the Cup I Drink?” While the disciples did not understand what 

Jesus was saying at that time, after the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit all the 

disciples would be ready to suffer for Christ (Acts 5:41). In fact, James would be the first to be 

killed for His faith in Jesus (Acts 12:1-2). What are we willing to suffer for our testimony for 

Jesus? Could we rejoice like the apostles that we were counted worthy to suffer for Christ? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Son of Man Did Not Come To Be Served.” It is very easy to fall into the 

trap like James and John. To think of ourselves and our egos. To seek positions of privilege 

instead of focusing on service. The true follower of Christ leaves rewards and honors up to the 

Father and humbly serves others in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ whole mission was to help and ultimately 

die for others. And we are called to “follow in His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). Where is serving the 

Lord on your list of priorities?  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Lamentations 4-5; Hebrews 10 


