
PROPAGANDA 

Wednesday, October 24 

Reading: Isaiah 36 
 

Isaiah 36:18  “Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he says, ‘The LORD will deliver us.’ Have the  

gods of any nations ever delivered their lands from the hand of the king of Assyria? 
 

“All over the place, from the popular culture to the propaganda system, there is constant pressure 

to make people feel that they are helpless, that the only role they can have is to ratify decisions 

and to consume.” 
1
 This quote from linguist and anti-war activist Noam Chomsky accurately 

portrays the purpose of propaganda. Wikipedia defines it as:  
 

“information that is not objective and is used primarily to influence an audience and further an agenda, often by 

presenting facts selectively to encourage a particular synthesis or perception, or using loaded language to 

produce an emotional rather than a rational response to the information that is presented.” 
2
 

 

That is exactly what is going on in Isaiah 36. Here we have the historical account of Assyria’s 

invasion of Judah. They have already captured most of Judah’s cities and now march toward the 

capital of Jerusalem. In an effort to scare the city into surrender, Sennacherib sends one of his 

commanders with a propaganda message for the people. 

 

First, the Assyrian belittles their military strength and dependence on Egypt (36:4-6). This is the 

very thing Isaiah has been arguing against in the previous chapters. He even offers to give them 

2000 horses and claims they would still not be able to defeat the Assyrian forces (36:8-9).  

 

He then ridicules their trust in God (36:7). He mistakenly assumes that Hezekiah’s reforms in 

which he destroyed idol worship were in fact destroying the places where the true God was 

worshipped! Like much propaganda, he did not have his facts straight. 

 

The commander then claims that God had sent them to destroy Jerusalem (36:10). In a sense he 

is right. God was using the Assyrians to get His people’s attention and turn them away from idol 

worship. But the destruction of Jerusalem was NOT in God’s plans just yet. 

 

Hezekiah’s officials know how shaky the people’s faith is and beg the commander to stop 

speaking in Hebrew and instead speak in the Assyrian language. But the success of propaganda 

requires it get to the ears of the people so the Assyrian shouts even louder and offers the people 

safety, prosperity, and a new land in which to live (36:11-17). 

 

His final threat is his fatal flaw. He compares the LORD with all the other gods that the 

Assyrians had defeated. In his mind, Judah’s God was just as weak and powerless against them 

as the stone idols of the other nations (36:18-20).  

 

What did they do in the face of this propaganda? They refused to get into a fight. They were 

upset but they did the only thing any of us can do, they took it to the Lord (as we will see in the 

next chapter). Sometimes we feel like tearing our clothes (and our hair) at the propaganda and 

philosophies the world throws at us. Sometimes all we can do is turn away and take it to the Lord 

in prayer. 
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  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/noam_chomsky_166967?src=t_propaganda 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 22-24; Hebrews 9 


