
A BETTER COVENANT 

Tuesday, October 24 

Reading: Hebrews 8 
 

Hebrews 8:10  This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will  

put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11  No  
longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the  
least of them to the greatest. 12  For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

 
Americans celebrate July 4th, 1776 as the signing of the Declaration of Independence – the birth of America.  

But do we celebrate July 12
th

?  On that day in 1776, the Articles of Confederation were presented to the 

Continental Congress.  After a year of debate, the Articles were sent to the states for ratification.  The Articles 

of Confederation would be officially recognized in 1781 (two years before the end of the War for 

Independence).  Under the Articles, the states retained sovereignty over all governmental functions not 

specifically relinquished to the national government.  The individual articles set the rules for current and future 

operations of the United States government. This document made it possible for the government to make war 

and peace, negotiate diplomatic and commercial agreements with foreign countries, and decide disputes 

between the states. 

 

However by 1786 it was apparent that the Articles would not work.  The weak central government laid out in 

the Articles would never hold the new nation together.  A new convention of state leaders was convened and on 

March 4
th

, 1789 and the new Constitution of the United States was officially inaugurated as the law of the land.
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Hebrews 8:10-12 quotes Jeremiah 31:31-34.  This was God’s promise that He would make a new and better 

covenant with His people.  This covenant was inaugurated by Christ’s death – “This cup is the new covenant in 

My blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20).  

 

The Old Covenant with its Tabernacle, sacrifices, and priests was a mere shadow of the better one God had 

planned.  The elements of the Old Covenant pictured the work that Christ would do in redemption.  The better 

promises of this New Covenant are spelled out: 

 

1. Inward Change – The Old Covenant had been written on tablets of stone.  The New would be written on 

people’s hearts.  It would change them from the inside out! 

 

2. Intimacy with God – The Old Covenant blocked complete access to God.  People had to go through a 

priest to get forgiveness and could not enter the presence of God in the Tabernacle.  The New Covenant 

offers complete access and relationship with God to those who believe. 

 

3. Inclusive Forgiveness – While the Old Covenant gave forgiveness it was incomplete for another 

sacrifice had to always be made for sin.  Under the New Covenant, Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice has 

paid the sin debt completely!  Forgiveness is complete because of the blood of Christ. 
 

 

We can celebrate for Christ’s sacrifice has made access to the Father open to all.  Forgiveness and eternal life 

are assured because Christ has fulfilled the promises of the Old Covenant and made a better way to God.  Can 

you celebrate that? 
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