
POWER OF PRAYER 

Monday, October 22 

Reading: Isaiah 33 
 

Isaiah 33:2  LORD, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation 
in time of distress.  
 

What is prayer? Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby defines it this way: “To pray is nothing 

more involved than to let Jesus into our needs. To pray is to give Jesus permission to employ His 

powers in the alleviation of our distress.” 
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When we read through Scripture we should always pay attention to the prayers we find there. 

Sometimes they are obvious. Other times they are not so obvious. In Isaiah 33, we have a 

description of God’s judgment on the Assyrian army that has been destroying God’s people. 

When we look closely, we see that this judgment is in answer to prayer! 

 

Look at Isaiah 33:2: “LORD, be gracious to us; we long for You. Be our strength every morning, 

our salvation in time of distress.” This echoes the prayer of King Hezekiah that we will look at 

later this week. And how did God respond to this prayer? The rest of the chapter answers this 

question. 

 

First when we pray for God’s grace and strength, we will see Him work (33:3-4). Isaiah sees 

Judah’s enemies scattering at the power of God.  

 

Second, God will be exalted (33:5, 10). Prayer keeps our focus where it belongs – on the Lord.  

 

Third, we will find in God all that we need (33:6). The treasure of God is not found in material 

wealth. It is His salvation and wisdom that give us a sure foundation for life.  

 

Fourth, we will see God for who He really is (33:16-22). Isaiah looks far into the future and 

views God’s kingdom on earth. He is the beautiful King who will reign (33:17), the mighty One 

who brings peace (33:20-21), and the Judge who has brought salvation (33:22). He is the One 

who forgives (33:24). 

 

Prayer opens us up to God’s working in our lives. How do we (as Ole Hallesby said) “give Jesus 

permission to employ His power” in our lives? Isaiah tells us to “fear the Lord” – give Him the 

glory and respect He alone deserves (33:6). We must pay attention and learn from what God has 

done in the past (33:13). And we must live lives that reflect our Savior’s attitude and actions 

(33:15-16). 

 

Does your prayer life teach you to trust in God’s plan and power? It is easy for prayer to become 

mundane. Perhaps it is time we let Christ empower our prayer life. And it all begins with praying 

for God’s grace and strength every morning.  
 
 
1
  https://www.sermonsearch.com/sermon-illustrations/4806/definition-of-prayer/ 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 16-18; Hebrews 7 


