
MARK: DEALING WITH DIVORCE 

Monday, October 21 

Reading: Mark 10:1-12 
 

Mark 10:6  “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7  ‘For this reason  

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8  and the two will become one flesh.’  

So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9  Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
 

The debate over divorce was raging in Jewish circles in Jesus’ day. The debate centered around 

Deuteronomy 24:1. 
 

If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and 

he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house… 

 

The school of Rabbi Shammai focused on the word “indecent” and taught that divorce was only 

permitted in the case of sexual impurity or adultery. The school of Rabbi Hillel however focused 

on the word “displeasing” and taught that a man could divorce his wife for any reason, even for 

burning his supper. Some even believed that divorce was allowed if a man found a better looking 

woman! The Pharisees wanted to trap Jesus by making Him choose sides and alienating one 

group or the other. 

 

Jesus would not get involved in their debate but went right to the heart of the matter. Marriage is 

about two becoming one. It is monogamous (“male and female”), intimate (“become one flesh”), 

and permanent (“what God has joined together, let no one separate”). God only allowed divorce 

as a concession to their hard and sinful hearts. Jesus tells His disciples that to divorce your 

spouse to marry another person is adultery. Marriage is serious business. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Two Will Become One Flesh.” The Pharisees were looking for a loophole. 

Jesus informed them that God’s ideal was even higher than the Law of Moses. The law permitted 

divorce because of sin. It was not approved but was preferred to open adultery. God never 

condoned or commanded divorce. In Matthew 19:9, Jesus says sexual immorality is a legitimate 

cause for divorce, but it is not commanded. It is easy to look for a way out instead of working on 

the problem. Couples should seek forgiveness and reconciliation if possible. Divorce should 

always be a last resort. 

 
“God created marriage to be a sacred, permanent union and partnership between husband and wife. When both 

husband and wife enter this union with that understating and commitment, they can provide security for each 

other, a stable home for their children, and strength to weather any of life’s storms or stresses.” 
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Also remember that while God hates divorce, it is not an unforgivable sin. God forgives and the 

divorced person can live a full and joyful life with the Lord. 

 

LESSON TWO: “What God Has Joined Together.” Sadly, the divorce rate in the church is not 

that different from the rest of society. We must remember that God has bound man and wife 

together. A Christian marriage is a picture of Christ’s relationship with His bride, the Church 

(Ephesians 5:25ff). Does your marriage reflect the loving relationship you have with Christ? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Jeremiah 46-48; Hebrews 7 


