
FORGETTING GOD 

Monday, October 1 

Reading: Isaiah 17 
 

Isaiah 17:10  You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your fortress.  
 

Because the groom was an amateur golf champion, the pastor decided to use a golf illustration--

complete with golf ball--in the wedding meditation. He recruited the best man to bring a golf ball 

and hand it to him at the appropriate time in the ceremony. The following day as the processional 

began, the pastor asked the best man if he had remembered the ball. Smiling, he reached into his 

pocket. Then his expression suddenly changed. Yes, he'd remembered the golf ball, but he'd 

forgotten the bride's ring.
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Isaiah 17 brings us back the Syrian/Israel alliance. Syria (aka Aram) and the northern nation of 

Israel (aka Ephraim) formed an alliance against the growing power of Assyria. They tried to 

force King Ahaz of Judah to join then and when he refused they attacked the southern kingdom 

(Isa. 7-8; 2 Ki. 16). Like the earlier prophecies, this chapter was meant to encourage King Ahaz 

and the kingdom of Judah to trust in God. 

 

Damascus was the beautiful capital of the Syrian empire but God promised it “will become a 

heap of ruins” (17:1-2). Syria’s ally Israel would also lose their fortified cities. The small group 

of Syrians that survived would “be like the glory of the Israelites” which was not saying much 

since “Jacob’s glory will fade” like a man wasting away from disease and a barren field after it is 

stripped during the harvest” (17:3-6).   

 

The reason for this judgment is “you have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered 

the Rock, your fortress” (17:10). Though some of the survivors would “look to their Maker” 

instead of their idols (17:7-8), most of them would be sweeped up in the roaring of the great 

waters of Assyria (17:12). But God gives the people of Judah a glimmer of hope. The roaring 

Assyrian army would be driven away by the Lord (17:13-14). We will see the fulfillment of this 

in Isaiah 37. 

 

Like the best man at the wedding who forgot the ring, we often forget the most important thing – 

our relationship with God. We can get so busy with our own things that God gets pushed out of 

our lives. Even good things can make us forget God. This was the problem with the church at 

Ephesus. They had a good reputation. They were right in what they believed.  They were even 

faithful in persecution. But Jesus said they had left their first love (Rev. 2:4). They were going 

through the motions. Their passion for Christ had been replaced by programs. They had forgotten 

the Lord in their lives. 

 

Be on your guard! Satan will use anything – even ministry – to replace Christ in our hearts. Let’s 

not settle for anything less than a passion for God in our lives! 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 37-38; 1 Timothy 6 


