
1 CORINTHIANS: LIVING GODLY IN AN UNGODLY WORLD 

Thursday, October 1 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 7-8 
 

1 Corinthians 8:8  But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no  

better if we do. 9  Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling  

block to the weak. 
 

Beginning in chapter 7, Paul addresses questions that the Corinthian believers had sent to him. 

Their first question had to do with marriage. On first reading of Paul’s answer, many have come 

away with the impression that Paul is anti-marriage. However, the apostle is not trying to give a 

full theology on marriage but is answering specific questions raised by the church in Corinth on 

how to live godly in an ungodly culture. 

 

 Advice to Christian Couples (7:1-7; 10-11): Marriage is a partnership where each considers 

the other first because they belong to each other. You cannot be faithful to the Lord while 

being unfaithful to your family. 

 Advice to Mixed Marriages (7:12-14): For believers who are married to unbelievers, divorce 

should be the last resort. The believing spouse can have a godly influence on their family if 

they remain together. The believer should not initiate a divorce but is not obliged to fight it if 

the unbelieving spouse insists. 

 Advice to the Unmarried (7:7-9; 25-40): The single person can fully devote themselves to 

serving the Lord. This is not a command for Paul calls celibacy or singleness a gift from God 

so they can spend more time in the Lord’s service. To the rest, Paul encourages them to 

marry – for marriage too is a gift from God! 

 

The second question had to do with eating meat sacrificed to idols (chapter 8). In Greek society, 

social festivals and even business functions revolved around the pagan temples. The meat would 

be offered as a sacrifice to idols and then served at the feasts or sold in the marketplace. To 

refuse to participate would ostracize Christians from their community and could even result in 

the loss of their jobs. The church was divided. Many believed there was nothing wrong with 

eating the meat while others were convinced that it was tainted by its association with idol 

worship. 

 

Paul’s answer in this chapter is two-fold. First, he affirms that an idol is nothing and thus it 

cannot contaminate the food that is offered to it in sacrifice. However, his second point is that 

not all believers fully understand this and their conscience bothers them if they eat this meat thus 

falling into sin. Paul will speak more about a believer’s freedom in this area in Romans 10:23-33. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

How do we apply 1 Corinthians 8 today? There are many “gray area” activities that Christians 

disagree on. Paul’s counsel is to always err on the side of love. In regard to doubtful things, the 

Christians’ first duty is not to exercise the full extent of their liberty, but to care about the 

welfare of their brothers and sisters in Christ. If you have a clear conscience before God that it is 

alright to participate in an activity not condemned by Scripture, your first priority is to make sure 

your actions do not hurt another believer who disagrees with you. If your actions will cause them 

to stumble into temptation and sin, then it is your duty to not exercise your liberty but to exercise 

love. As Paul reminds us, “knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”   
 
 

 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 9 


