
A RIGHTEOUS RULER 

Friday, October 19 

Reading: Isaiah 32 
 

Isaiah 32:1  See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice. 

 

You can’t read a paper or watch the news today in America without getting sick over the 

constant fighting between our political leaders. They all have their own personal agendas and it 

is rare to see a politician who is actually thinking about the people who elected them. This may 

be a bleak picture but it is nothing new. Isaiah faced the same thing in his day. 

 

Isaiah 32 gives us both the positive and negative traits that shape a nation. While the description 

of this “righteous king” and His kingdom can only fully be applied to Christ, there are helpful 

principles to describe what makes the right kind of leaders today. It starts with people who are 

seeking what is just and right, not their own self interests (32:1) 

 

Judah was a dry and dusty place. It could receive as little as six inches of rainfall per year. Thus 

water in the desert was greatly treasured and rocks and caves were essential for shepherds and 

travelers for shelter from the burning desert sun and sandstorms. Likewise, good leaders must be 

focused on protecting and refreshing those they serve (32:2). Warren Wiersbe says this: 
 

“[Leaders] should be both rocks and rivers, providing security and sufficiency. Rocks do not move or change, 

while rivers are ever moving and changing. Leaders must be both consistent and adaptable, combining the 

faithfulness of the rock with the fruitfulness of the river.” 1 

 

When good leaders are in charge the people will see and understand God’s ways and ignorance 

and confusion fade away. No longer will corrupt and foolish scoundrels be in positions of power, 

but people of noble character will stand by their honest deeds and plans (32:3-8). 

 

On the negative side, Isaiah warns the complacent women of Judah to get ready. They were 

happy with the prosperity and luxury in which they lived, not caring that God’s judgment was 

about to fall (32:9-14). Within a year of this prophecy, the Assyrian army would begin its march 

through Judah, destroying fields and cities as they went. They would surround Jerusalem and 

bring a great time of mourning before God delivered them. When leaders (or anyone) grow 

complacent with the current situation and stop seeing the problems that need to be dealt with, 

trouble always follows. 

 

Isaiah closes this chapter with what it will be like when the ultimate “righteous King” comes 

(32:16-20). When the Messiah reigns, “the fruit of righteousness will be peace; its effect will be 

quietness and confidence forever.”  

 

Did reading Isaiah 32:5-7 give you a “sniff” of the political mess we see around the world today? 

It did to me! While there are good leaders out there, we know that perfect justice and peace will 

only come when Christ returns to set everything right. In the meantime, one phrase from this 

chapter gives me a hint of what we need to pray for: “till the Spirit is poured on us from on high” 

(32:15). May we all pray for God’s Spirit to change hearts (both of our leaders and those living 

around us) as we live for Him and look for the blessed hope of Christ’s return. 
 

 
1
  Warren W. Wiersbe. Nelson’s Quick Reference: Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Commentary, p. 470 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 13-15; Hebrews 6 


