
SUFFERING WITH THE SAVIOR 
Thursday, October 19 

Reading: Hebrews 5 
 

Hebrews 5:7  During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with  

fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because  
of his reverent submission. 8  Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered   
9  and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him  
10  and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

 

The classic devotional “Streams in the Desert” (1925) provides the following illustration.   

“A bar of steel is worth five dollars. When it is wrought into horseshoes, it is worth ten dollars.  

If made into needles, it is worth three hundred and fifty dollars.  If wrought into penknife blades, 

it is worth thirty-two thousand dollars.  And if it is wrought into springs for watches, it is worth 

two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

 

What a drilling the poor bar must undergo to be worth a higher value.  But the more it is 

manipulated, the more it is hammered, and passed through the fire, and beaten and pounded and 

polished, the greater the value.” 
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Suffering is a great teacher. We have greater sympathy for one who is suffering when we have 

gone through the same things.  Christ experienced every form of suffering imaginable – pain, 

humiliation, rejection, even death.  Jesus knows what it means to be human because he 

experienced it just as we do.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus felt the full brunt of what lay 

before Him.  His tearful prayer for “the cup to be taken away” from Him shows the distress of 

His soul and the sweat like great drops of blood displays the physical effects of His agony (Luke 

22:41-44).   

 

There is a great mystery here. Jesus was the perfect sinless Son of God. Yet He “learned 

obedience” and was “made perfect” by suffering according to these verses.  What does that 

mean?  It does not mean that Jesus became less than God when He put on human flesh.  But as 

eternal God, Christ could not experience suffering, so how could He sympathize with humanity?  

By taking on the form of a man and becoming obedient to the death of the cross (Phil. 2:6-8) 

Jesus learned by experience what we go through.   

 

Those who suffer most are capable of yielding most; and it is through pain that God can get the 

most out of us.  When we come to Christ, we know that He understands and is there to help, 

encourage, and forgive.  Likewise, we learn through our suffering.  God allows pain in our lives 

so we will be better able to help others who are in pain (2 Cor. 1:3-4).  How do you respond to 

suffering?  Do you see it as a trial to be avoided or as an opportunity to learn how to minister 

better to others?  
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