
MARK: HERO WORSHIP 

Friday, October 18 

Reading: Mark 9:1-13 
 

Mark 9:3  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.  

4  And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
 

Jesus ends His discussion by saying some of the disciples would not die before seeing the 

kingdom of God coming with power. The Apostle John would get a vision of this and write the 

book of Revelation. But three of the disciples would get a glimpse of this glory just a week later.  

 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John up on a mountain and He was transfigured before them. The 

glory that was hidden within His human body came to the surface. Then two great Old 

Testament saints joined Him – Moses and Elijah. Luke 9:31 tells us they were talking about 

Jesus’ coming death in Jerusalem. 

 

Again the disciples miss the point. Peter, in a statement of hero worship, suggests they build 

three shrines, one each for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. Without thinking, Peter places Moses and 

Elijah on the same level of importance as Jesus. At that moment, the Shekinah glory cloud 

descends on the scene and God the Father Himself corrects Peter’s statement. They are reminded 

that Jesus is superior to Moses and Elijah because He is God’s Son and they must listen to Him. 

 

On their way down the mountain, Jesus warns them not to tell anyone about this until after the 

resurrection. Their ignorance about what “rising from the dead” meant shows that they had not 

been listening to Jesus or the discussion He had with Moses and Elijah. They were trying shut 

out any thought of Jesus’ death.  

 

With this appearance of Elijah, the disciples have another question. They were taught that Elijah 

would return before the coming of Messiah (see Malachi 4:5). On the way down the mountain, 

Jesus implies that the coming of Elijah was fulfilled in John the Baptist but the people rejected 

him just like they would soon reject Jesus Himself. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Let Us Put Up Three Shelters.” Like Peter, many believers look to their 

“heroes” instead of looking to Christ. Instead of putting their faith in God, they put their faith in 

a pastor or other Christian leader. While God has given us godly men and women to help us, we 

must never put our faith in them. They are human and will fail sometimes. Who are the heroes in 

your life? Do you put them on a pedestal? What does it mean to look to the Lord instead? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Elijah Has Come.” John the Baptist fulfilled in part the prophecy of Malachi. 

His message was one of repentance and restoration, but his ministry was cut short by Herod 

Antipas. Revelation 11 tells us of another Elijah-like figure who will minister during the days of 

the Great Tribulation. He and his fellow witness’ work will be cut short by the Antichrist (the 

beast) but they will be resurrected. Both of these Elijah-like people would prepare the way for 

the coming of Christ – John for His first coming and the Tribulation witness for His second. 

Today our mission is also to call people to repentance and faith in Christ. How are you involved 

in this great calling? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Jeremiah 43-45; Hebrews 6 


