
GOD COMPLEX 

Thursday, October 18 

Reading: Isaiah 31 
 

Isaiah 31:3  But the Egyptians are mere mortals and not God; their horses are flesh and not spirit.  
When the LORD stretches out his hand, those who help will stumble, those who are helped will fall;  
all will perish together.  

 

English economist/journalist Tim Harford once said, “I see the God complex around me all the 

time in my fellow economists. I see it in our business leaders. I see it in the politicians we vote 

for - people who, in the face of an incredibly complicated world, are nevertheless absolutely 

convinced that they understand the way that the world works.” 
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People like to think they are in charge and can keep everything under control. In other words, 

they believe they are “god” of their life. That is an issue address in Isaiah 31. The prophet is 

continuing his condemnation of Judah for their reliance on Egypt instead of the Lord (31:1). 

With the Assyrian army approaching, they believed that the military might of Egypt would save 

them. (Horses were the “tanks” of ancient times).  

 

The leaders of Judah thought they knew how the world works – i.e. the nation with the strongest 

army wins! But God declares that both Egypt (“those who help”) and Judah (“those who are 

helped”) will fall because of their lack of faith in Him (31:3). God had already promised to 

deliver Jerusalem (31:2) so trusting in anything or anyone else was foolishness. God compares 

His power to a great lion that no amount of shepherds could stop. The shouts and war cries of 

Judah’s enemies do no concern Him. He also compares Himself to birds hovering over 

Jerusalem. Just like a mother bird hovers over a nest to protect her young ones, He will protect 

and rescue Jerusalem from the hand of Assyria (31:4-5). 

 

God’s call for His people is to “return to the One you have so greatly revolted against.” They had 

trusted in Egypt for protection. They had prayed to idols for strength. But only the Lord could 

bring deliverance. He would deliver Jerusalem from Assyria without any help (31:6-9). 

 

We might never think we have a “god complex.” But anytime we think we can handle something 

on our own and don’t need God’s help and guidance that is exactly what we are saying. We think 

we know better than God so we don’t go to Him in prayer or listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to 

our hearts. God does not want to be our last resort. He wants to be our first priority. 

 

If we really thought about it, I’m sure we can all recall times we were convinced we understood 

how the world works and could handle the situation ourselves. The final question is – WHY? 

Why would we want to do it on our own when the Creator of the Universe has offered His power 

and protection to those who trust in Him?!  
 

Yet I am always with You; You hold me by my right hand. 24  You guide me with Your counsel,  

and afterward You will take me into glory. 25  Whom have I in heaven but You? And earth has  

nothing I desire besides You. 26  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my  

heart and my portion forever. (Psalm 73:23-26) 
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  https://www.azquotes.com/quote/799658?ref=god-complex 

 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezekiel 10-12; Hebrews 5 


